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SAVE THE DATE
High School International Student/Host 
Parent Orientation
5 p.m. - 8 p.m. • August 8

Parent Meeting for High School Fall Athletics
7 p.m. • August 13

LOWER AND MIDDLE SCHOOL NEW 
PARENT/STUDENT ORIENTATIONS

All Grade 5 and MS New Students Tech Camp
1 p.m. - 4 p.m. • August 14

Grade 5 All Families
3 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. • August 14

Grades 6-8 New Families
3 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. • August 14

Kindergarten Parent Orientation
6:30 p.m. • August 15

Grades 1-4 and New Family Orientation
5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. • August 16

Grade 1-4 Summer Reading Celebration
6:30 p.m. • August 16

Grade 10/11 PSAT Prep Parents and Students 
Meeting
7 p.m. • August 28

Lower School Back-to-School Night
6:30 p.m. • August 30

Middle School Back-to-School Night 
6:30 p.m. • September 4

HOMECOMING WEEKEND

Second Generation Luncheon
September 14

Fall Family Picnic
September 15

Leadership Reception
September 28

Canterbury Scholar/Malone Scholars Competition
8:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. • October 6

Family Fun Run/Walk and Tin Can 5K
9 a.m. • October 13

High School Musical
7 p.m. • October 26 and October 27

High School Fall Concert
7 p.m. • November 14

GRADE 9 AND NEW HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT/PARENT EVENING

HS Activities Fair
4:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. • August 15

Student Pizza Party
5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. • August 15

Grade 9 and new HS Parent Reception
5 p.m.- 6:30 p.m. • August 15

Parent/Student Orientation
6:30 p.m. • August 15

LOWER, MIDDLE AND 
HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES BEGIN

Kindergarten Student Independent Meetings 
8 a.m. - 12 noon • August 22

Lower School
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. • August 22

Middle School/High School
8 a.m. - 3:20 p.m. • August 22

Kindergarten Classes Begin
8 a.m. - 12 noon • August 23

K-Prep Classes Begin
8 a.m. - 11 a.m. • August 23

Grade 12 Parent Meeting
7 p.m. • August 22



CANTERBURY SCHOOL MISSION 
Canterbury School is an independent coeducational day 
school offering a college-preparatory education to students 
in Early Childhood through Grade 12. The school seeks 
to enroll students of diverse talents and backgrounds. 
Canterbury promotes the total development of each child in 
his or her intellectual, physical, social and spiritual growth.
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THANK YOU TO ALL IN THE CANTERBURY COMMUNITY 
WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED ARTICLES AND PHOTOS TO 
THIS ISSUE, ESPECIALLY THANKS TO SEAN WALULIK, 
ROB BOREL AND AUBREY AUST. Articles may be reproduced with permission and  

proper attribution by contacting Alice Hancock,  
editor, at 260.436.0746.

ON THE COVER  
Gabrielle Hamilton and Elise Martin pose for a picture 
as graduation winds down.
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H E A D  O F  S C H O O L ’ S  L E T T E R

Dear Canterbury Community,
As I write this note, we are in the midst of “awards season” at Canterbury, in 
which we encourage, support, and recognize significant engagement in the life 
of the school through a variety of ceremonies that honor the artistic, athletic, 
and academic achievements of our students. One of these annual recognition 
ceremonies in the High School has a unique approach that merits some discussion.

The Cav-E awards – created by Athletic Director Ken Harkenrider in 2014 with the 
help of students, coaches, and parents – are a logical outgrowth of Canterbury’s 
ongoing partnership with the Positive Coaching Alliance. Integral to the success 
of the Cav-E’s is the nomination process that is its hallmark. This process involves 
encouraging everyone in the community – students, parents, coaches, and 
sometimes referees and opposing coaches – to watch for and share examples of 

strong character that are displayed in the course of athletic competition. Anyone can recommend anyone for a Cav-E award, 
providing written, detailed testament to exactly why a particular individual is deserving of special recognition. An outside 
committee then reviews the nominations to determine award recipients. The whole process is wonderfully open, democratic, 
and objective, honoring those student-athletes who represent the best of who we aspire to be as a school community.

We recognize students of distinction in a variety of character-oriented categories:

The Attitude of Gratitude Award – for students who are appreciative and thankful for their opportunities; kind and respectful 
to everyone involved in the game; gracious in the face of victory and defeat; and humble as they work to be their best.

The Austin Hatch Grit and Persistence Award – for students who show toughness, consistent work ethic, enthusiasm, and a 
willingness “to rise up from failures and use them as lessons to grow stronger.”

The Best Impact from a Non-Starting Player Award – for students who maintain “a positive attitude through every situation” 
and “a hopefulness about the role (they) can play when called upon.” 

The Plays with Passion Award – for students who display joy, enthusiasm, “an eager attitude,” “an open mind,” and “an 
intentional zeal and zest for success.”

The Rise to the Occasion Award – for students who challenge themselves “beyond the limits even (they) thought were possible.” 

I just love everything about this program. Rather than highlighting those who are “best” on the fields and courts, the Cav-E’s 
instead acknowledge those who are – quite literally – good, in a process that can also bring out the good in others as they find 
ways to honor each other. My favorite Cav-E story, in fact, involves a student new to Canterbury last year who took the time to 
write a passionate nomination for every one of her teammates because she respected each of them so much. This incredible, 
selfless act is a fantastic display of the spirit of the Cav-E Awards and of the school as a whole.

With that display in mind let each of us, in our own areas of school life, encourage, observe, and recognize the great things 
happening around us – and thus contribute to making Canterbury School such a wonderful place to be!

Warm regards,  

Bill Ennist, Head of School
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GRADE 11

HIGHEST ACHIEVEMENT  
AWARD
Krystka Bugajski
Chloe Cameron
Benjamin Elliott
Priyanka Meesa
Samuel Witwer

FACULTY PRIZE
Grace Bechdol
Sean Walulik

DEANS’ AWARD
Grace Galliher
Mikala Holder
Alex Rohrs

DISTINGUISHED  
PROGRESS AWARD
Justin Baeten
Jim Haines

GRADE 10

HIGHEST ACHIEVEMENT  
AWARD
Peishanika Arnold
Shu Yi Chen
Cynthia Diaz
Nnenna Ijomanta
Teddie LloydBuckley
Nathan Phuong
Lucas Steffy
Veronica Wrobleski

FACULTY PRIZE
Shu Yi Chen
Grace Skekloff

DEANS’ AWARD
Nika Arnold
Axaraly Ortiz
Luke Steffy

DISTINGUISHED  
PROGRESS AWARD
Joel Groninger
Arnad Samardzic

GRADE 9

HIGHEST ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD
Isaac Bailey
Stella Baldwin
Emmie Connor
Carter George
Ibrahim Gomaa
Isabella Habig
Nithin Krishnan
Nikita Lebedz
Shaan Patel
Quinn Saleik
Joseph Shaklik
Zachery Temple
Kristina Urberg

FACULTY PRIZE
Stella Baldwin
Nikita Lebedz

DEANS’ AWARD
Quinn Saliek
Isabella Habig

DISTINGUISHED PROGRESS 
AWARD
Jai Kashyap

GRADE 12

HEADMASTER’S CUP
Sana Ghazali
Keegan McArdle

CANTERBURY CUP
Aubrey Aust
Jason Collins

VALEDICTORIAN
Aarnav Lal

SALUTATORIAN
Emma Case
Rishubh Jain

HIGHEST ACHIEVEMENT  
AWARD
Emma Case
Stephen Chapman
Elizabeth Heiny
Rishubh Jain
Keegan McArdle
Danielle Mishler

FACULTY PRIZE
Rishubh Jain
Maria Teel

DEANS’ AWARD
Lindsay Kent
Savannah Hollis

DISTINGUISHED  
PROGRESS AWARD
Trevor Helmkamp
Rebecca Zhao
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Mark Alvarez, Mitchell Railsback, 
Emmett Greider, and Camden Lytle 
come together after graduation is over.

(L-R front) Hannah Reid, Meredith Wojewuczki, Sophia Slates, Elisha Scott, 
Savannah Hollis, Elise Martin. (L-R second row) Catie Galbraith, Sana Ghazali, 
Aubrey Aust, Lilly Peters, Kelsey Booth, Maria Teel. (L-R third row) Trevor 
Helmkamp, Ash Shukla, Stephen Chapman, Carlos Hofer, Carter Davis, Robbie 
Shugart, Rishubh Jain. (L-R back row) Garret Walker, Merritt Lamm, Isaac Williams, 
Jack Colegrove, Kyle Gilbert, and Aarnav Lal.

Rachel LaRue and Ally Lock prepare for 
their graduation photograph.

Lilly Peters, Akshat Piprottar, Sunny 
Rajaram and Mitchell Raislback hang 
out after Baccalaureate.

Ian Corbett contemplates the rose with 
friends looking on.

Ash Shukla, Ellie Snyder, and Sophia 
Slates begin the procession to the 
graduation area.

Catie Galbraith and her mother  
Janet MacKay-Galbraith hug as the 
procession starts.

These days it is easier than ever to 
spend an entire day by yourself. Media 
like Twitter and Instagram, Hulu and 
Netflix have made it possible to entertain 
yourself for hours on end. That’s pretty 
much how I spent my first day off, 
wrapped up in a blanket re-watching  
old shows like Friends and old movies  
like 17 Again.

Finally, when I felt my joints seizing up 
and my eyes starting to dry out, I stopped 
and began to think about school. Now, at 
first it might seem a little sad that I was 
thinking about school on my first day of 
break, but it was strange not sitting in a 
classroom following a lecture or finishing 
some work. I started thinking about 
stories teachers told, and I realized that 
they never started stories off with “one 
night when I was watching Netflix” or 
“as I was scrolling through Twitter,” or I 
guess since we’re talking about teachers, 
adults, it would be more appropriate to 
say they never started off stories with 
“one night as I was perusing the aisles 
of Blockbuster” or “when I was clicking 
through MySpace”…

No, their stories revolved around 
spectacular experiences that always 
involved people. For example, Mrs. Ervin 
told us stories about an extremely hairy 
OBGYN doctor and her shenanigans with 

her roommate Stacy, and when Señor 
recalled his time in high school, he told 
stories about things he did with his close 
friends or the people on the wrestling 
and track team. What it shows is that 
it’s the people that make experiences 
memorable. 

Since it is so easy to spend an entire 
day by yourself, it is critical to focus on 
the importance of our relationships 
with people. Any type of relationship 
requires time, energy, and attention. But 
interacting with people is worth it for 
three reasons: discovering new ideas, 
enhancing the moment, and creating 
lifelong memories. 

First, by talking and interacting with 
people you are exposed to a variety of 
new viewpoints and introduced to cool 
new opportunities. Spending time with 
others broadens your horizons and gains 
you a greater appreciation for what 
others do. People expose us to new ways 
of thinking that add variety and color 
to our lives, and at Canterbury we have 
a unique opportunity to do that for a 
couple reasons. 

Students here have a variety of 
backgrounds, from those who have lived 
in Indiana their entire lives, to students 
from states like New Jersey, California, 
and Missouri and even students from 
around the world from countries like 
Ethopia, China, Sweden, and Australia. 

Moreover, many people at Canterbury 
are willing to share their opinions. 
Whether it’s engaging with students 
in the classroom or more casual 
conversations in the student commons. 
These discussions offer the greatest 
opportunity for social growth because 
they allow us to learn about how 
different people live and think, and 
getting to know these things about 
people around us is a very meaningful 

journey filled with fun surprises along 
the way.

I remember the entire track team was 
pleasantly surprised when we found 
out that Coach Westfall jammed out 
to Kanye back in the day. I remember I 
was very pleasantly surprised when Dr. 
Wehrli joined a conversation I was having 
about fantasy football, even consoling 
me on my tragic loss during the playoffs. 
Who would have guessed, expert on 
18th-century Scottish history and former 
fantasy football enthusiast. 

As I say this, I don’t want to overlook the 
value of alone time. Creating time for 
yourself is important, even necessary.  
It can be very refreshing and therapeutic 
being alone and painting, listening 
to music, or tearfully watching the 
masterpieces that are the Paddington 
movies.

But there is something else to be said 
about watching a movie or a show 
with other people, which takes me to 
my second point: people enhance the 
overall experience. A prominent London 
neuroscientist has provided studies 
that show, simply put, that laughter 
is infectious, which is why watching a 
comedy movie with people around is 
so much more fun. I want to emphasize 
that I’m not saying don’t watch Netflix or 
HBO. In fact, you should watch Netflix 
and HBO; they have some spectacular 
shows right now. But, watch those great 
shows with someone else, share those 
memes you find on Instagram or Reddit; 
it will make the experience much more 
meaningful and fun.

I believe sports also provide a perfect 
example for this. While watching games 
or practicing by yourself can be fun and 
important in improving your skills, the 
real fun in sports comes when you’re 
with other people. Watching matches 

Graduation speech by Rishubh Jain, Class of 2018

SPENDING TIME WITH OTHERS
G R A D U A T I O N  S P E E C H

(cont.)



with people who are equally passionate 
about the sport, playing pickup games 
with your friends, or joining a lively 
discussion about why Lebron James is 
better than Michael Jordan, although 
that’s more a fact than an argument 
at this point. It’s sports’ unique ability 
to bring people together that makes 
them such an attractive pastime. People 
naturally want to spend time together, 
and sports provide a perfect platform  
to do so. 

And finally, the third reason spending 
time with people is so important is the 
permanence of the memories you make 
with people. Other people not only 
enhance the experience in the moment, 
but they make it so those moments  
last forever. 

When I look back on my experience in 
high school, the first things I remember 
are the challenges I took on and fun 
moments I spent with my peers or 
teachers: carpooling to swim practices, 
selling Cav Crazies shirts, doggy death 

match in Mr. Stephens’ freshman 
English class, and the random but always 
fun little conversations during the lulls 
in class. Before, I mentioned watching a 
show with someone else enhances the 
overall experience. But it also helps that 
time last. You’ve added a whole new 
dimension to the moment, in which the 
laughing, crying, and jumping with joy 
with your friends, the action of watching 
things unfold becomes part of the 
memory, and that is what makes the 
memory stick. 

When you’re younger, growing up, 
graduation, future events seem so 
distant. Then, all of a sudden, it’s 
graduation day and these changes in 
your life begin happening all at once, 
serving as a reminder that life is always 
changing, sometimes slowly, sometimes 
incredibly quickly. Change is inevitable, 
but the memories you make with people 
are constant. They last forever. 

When I look out at the class of 2018 and 
the entire Canterbury community, I see 

people that I will be saying goodbye to 
after four, 10, even 13 years together. 
But even though we may be in different 
parts of the country, thousands of miles 
away, the memories of our time spent 
together keep us connected. Memories 
such as building a raft at Bradford 
Woods, exploring the Art Institute of 
Chicago, numerous buses breaking 
down, and lost phones on go-kart  
tracks. These memories can provide 
solace in times of loneliness and joy in 
times of reunion.

Although we have to say the inevitable 
goodbye at graduation, we take comfort 
in knowing our time together and 
memories will keep us connected. We 
should also take comfort in knowing 
that graduation shows us we are at the 
doorstep to the next stage of our lives, 
in which we can meet new people and, 
once again, discover the most exciting 
opportunities, have the most spectacular 
experiences, and create the most 
wonderful memories. 

going to happen. A goal is something for 
which you set a plan, you work for, and 
you achieve.” Young Evander went home 
and thought about it, and the next day 
came back and said, “Coach, it’s a goal. I’ll 
do whatever it takes.” 

While I’m not a huge boxing fan, this story 
resonated with me because for many 
years, you might say I was lost, without a 
clear path or direction. I didn’t understand 
the difference between a dream and a 
goal. And because of that, I didn’t know 
what I was working toward.

This lack of direction was most evident 
while I attended Canterbury. I was pretty 
much a straight-B student, and I had to 
work for that. I had an average SAT, and I 
applied to an average list of colleges. AP 
Bio might still be the hardest class I’ve 
ever taken. Perhaps it didn’t help when I 
fell asleep, and recall being awakened one 
day to Mr. King snapping “Good god, man! 
Have some respect for homeostasis!” It 
wasn’t until taking Dr. Werhli’s econ class 
that I found a topic that came somewhat 
natural to me, one that excited me and 
that I actually enjoyed. 

But on this day 13 years ago I didn’t win 
any awards. I remember walking off this 
lawn thinking, “I’m capable of so much 
more than this,” but capable of what? At 
the time I knew I had a dream – I wanted 
to go into business and be “successful,” 
but I had no idea what success meant, 
what it looked like. 

I was still very much uncertain with where 
my path might lead when I entered 
college. I took a career services class in 
my first year where we had to write down 
one or two goals we wanted to achieve 
each year we were in school.

We already set goals for ourselves every 
day. Go to the gym, eat healthy, get a 
good night’s rest. But life isn’t measured 
by one’s daily routine. Rarely do we take a 
step back and apply this same energy and 
focus to our lives on a long-term basis. 
Finally, I was forced to identify my goals.

Step 2: Establish Mentors

Billionaire investor and hedge fund 
manager Ray Dalio once said, “Ask 
yourself what you want, seek out 
examples of other people who got what 
they wanted, and try to discern the 
cause-and-effect patterns behind their 
achievements so you can apply them to 
help you achieve your own goals.”

To complete this goal assignment, 
I recall looking around campus and 
within my fraternity, attempting to 
identify upperclassmen who seemed to 
have what I wanted: strong leadership 
positions, admiration by faculty and 
peers, and those “unattainable” career 
offers. I grabbed coffee with a few of 
these upperclassmen, recorded their 
achievements for my assignment and 
turned it in. Over time, I became closer 
with these upperclassmen, seeking 
guidance from them on classes and 
extracurriculars – they became my 
mentors. 

Then it all happened. I couldn’t believe 
how lucky I was during the years that 
followed. Everything seemed to fall 
my way. The unattainable leadership 
positions I had dreamed of became 
available. I got to go work on Wall Street, 
I got to present to faculty and trustees. I 
became a mentor to underclassmen who 
were now taking me out for coffee. It 
wasn’t until a few years after graduation, 
I discovered that original career services 
assignment saved on my computer. I was 
shocked. I had followed the playbook 
precisely and nailed each and every goal. 

But I didn’t blaze a new path, I followed in 
the footsteps of those who had achieved 
similar goals before me. Why re-invent 
the wheel? Establish those mentors, and 
you won’t have to.

So you might say “well that’s great – I’ve 
identified my goals and established my 
mentors, but how do I go about executing 
on this plan and actually accomplishing 
something?”

Step 3: Leverage the Skills You  
Already Have

Goals and mentors won’t get you far if 
you don’t have the right tools. So here’s 
the best part: I wouldn’t have been 
able to follow the path I did without the 
foundation Canterbury provided me. 
While high school never came easy, 
college was a breeze because of the 
routines and discipline I developed within 
these walls. I learned how to think, how 
to write, how to stay organized, how to 
present. I’ve been able to separate from 
the herd in life by applying the lessons 
I learned at Canterbury. My hat’s off to 
the parents for making this significant 
investment to send your children to this 
great school. You can all rest assured 
knowing that your son or daughter is 
more prepared today than they ever will 
be for the journey ahead.

Today, I spend my days rallying my 
investor group to support my latest 
investment thesis or acquisition 
opportunity. It’s exhilarating. I work for 
myself, I set my own schedule – I’ve never 
worked harder in my life, and I couldn’t 
be happier. While I have yet to make a ton 
of money or manage 100 employees, I’m 
excited to report today, at least for now, 
I think I found the success I was seeking 
when I was in your shoes 13 years ago. 

And you should be excited too, because 
you all have the exact same foundation 
I had. With concrete goals and the 
right mentors, you can leverage the 
skills you’ve developed here today to 
achieve the impossible. Regardless of 
what prestigious institution lies ahead, I 
can assure you, your future peer group 
doesn’t have the Canterbury arrow in 
their quiver. 

From the Graduation speech by Will Wright, Class of 2005
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I recently had the opportunity to 
participate in a weeklong mindfulness 
retreat. When I was your age, I would 
have found this to be about as exciting as 
a full week of ISTEP tests; however, today 
I find mindfulness to be an incredibly 
useful tool in managing life’s ups and 
downs. Shortly after returning from my 
retreat, I received an invite to come back 
for graduation and realized what perfect 
timing to reflect on what I’ve learned over 
the years, and attempt to impart some 
of this wisdom to you. And just as any 
decent commencement speaker might 
do, I’ve attempted to distill this into three 
simple steps from lessons I’ve learned. 

Step 1: Identify Your Goals

I recently heard a great story about 
Evander Holyfield. Some may know him 

as the guy who got his ear bitten off by 
Mike Tyson. What you may not know is 
that Evander was also one of the greatest 
boxers to ever live, reigning as the first 
and only boxer ever to be the undisputed 
champion in both cruiserweight and 
heavyweight divisions, and the only  
four-time heavy weight champion of  
the world. 

But before Evander had any of that, he 
was just a kid who showed up at a gym 
one day with aspirations. After a rather 
lackluster workout, his coach asked him, 
“Why’d you show up today? Why are 
you really here?” Evander responded, 
“Because I want to be the greatest boxer 
that ever lived.” The coach replied, “Is it a 
dream or is it a goal? Because a dream is 
something you fantasize about that isn’t 

Chasing a Dream or Achieving a Goal
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Canterbury High School Class of 2018

Mark Alvarez
Purdue University

Aubrey Aust*
Pomona College

Samantha Becker
Butler University

Kelsey Booth*
Purdue University

Savannah Brown
Purdue University

Anthony Bruggeman
University of Colorado

Boulder

Gabrielle Carreon
Manchester University

Emma Case*
University of Southern 

California

Laura Cesar*
Villanova University

Stephen Chapman
University of Rochester

Yuvraj Chaudhary
Indiana University-Purdue 

University Indianapolis

Yunting Chen
University of California 

Santa Cruz

Michael Clark Jr.
Elon University

Jacob Colegrove
Gap Year

Jason Collins
Case Western Reserve 

University

Ian Corbett
Xavier University

Carter Davis
United States 

Military Academy

Ryan Drohan
Purdue University

XinYi Duan
Pratt Institute

Aaliyah Eastom
University of Cincinnati

Jordan Elliott
Saint Mary’s College

Catherine Galbraith
McGill University

Sana Ghazali*
Purdue University

Kyle Gilbert
Carleton College

Graham Gnagy
Wabash College

Nicklaus Gonzales
Manchester University

Emmett Greider
Indiana University

Bloomington

Jay Groninger 
Purdue University

Saisri Gussenhoven*
Johns Hopkins University

Moira Claire Halbauer
Berea College

Gabrielle Hamilton
Purdue University

Sydney Hearn
Sonoma State University

Elizabeth Heiny*
Case Western Reserve 

University

Trevor Helmkamp
Taylor University

Carlos Hofer
University of San Diego

 Savannah Hollis
Butler University

Deena Horani
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Jasper Housman
Purdue University

Rishubh Jain*
Brown University

Brittany James
Purdue University

Brianna Joyce
Bradley University

Jiya Kashyap*
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Lindsay Kent*
University of Missouri 

Columbia 

Kennedy Kolkman
Flagler College

Cameron Kreiger
Florida Gulf Coast 

University

Benjamin Kunce
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Aarnav Lal*
Vanderbilt University

Merritt Lamm
Wabash College

Rachel LaRue
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Keegan Lee
Denison University

Logan Lee
Butler University 

Yujie Li
University of Washington

Allyson Lock
Auburn University

Connor Loechner*
University of Cincinnati

Camden Lytle
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Elise Martin
Huntington University

Keegan McArdle*
University of Notre Dame

 Akash Meesa*
Duke University 

Hermon Minda
Boston University

Danielle Mishler*
University of Chicago

Kiah Myers
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Lilly Peters
Syracuse University

Akshat Piprottar
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Mitchell Railsback
Northeastern University

Sanjeeth Rajaram*
University of Cincinnati 

Hannah Reid
Indiana University

 Bloomington

Zhonghua Ren
University of Arizona

James Romano
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Gabrielle Sandkuhler
Indiana University 

Bloomington

John Sarno
Indiana University

Fort Wayne

Elisha Scott
Valparaiso University

Robert Shugart
University of Miami

Ashka Shukla
Swarthmore College

Sophia Slates
Belmont University

Elizabeth Snyder
Syracuse University

Ethan Swinty
Auburn University

Maria Teel*
University of Notre Dame

Khem Thomas
Florida A&M University

Meagan Thomas
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Alayna Trier
DePauw University

Garret Walker
Purdue University

Olivia Watson 
Vassar College

Danielle Wilcox
Miami University

Oxford

Isaac Williams Jr.
Baylor University

Meredith Wojewuczki*
University of Michigan 

Ryan Worman
Manchester University

Jiawei Wu
University of Maryland 

College Park

JiaYi Yang
University of Denver

Yushi Zhao
Miami University

Oxford

Canterbury School: 
An Investment in Education

The members of the Canterbury Class of 2018 earned 
more than $9 million in merit scholarships.

For more information, please call 260-407-3553.

*Graduating Cum Laude

National Merit Scholarship Finalists
Emma Case, Elizabeth Heiny, Rishubh Jain, Conner Loechner,

Keegan McArdle, and Sanjeeth Rajaram

National Merit Scholarship Commended Students
Jason Collins, Jiya Kashyap, Aarnav Lal,

Akash Meesa, and Akshat Piprottar

National Hispanic Recognition
Mark Alvarez
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Gabrielle Carreon
Manchester University

Emma Case*
University of Southern 

California

Laura Cesar*
Villanova University

Stephen Chapman
University of Rochester

Yuvraj Chaudhary
Indiana University-Purdue 

University Indianapolis

Yunting Chen
University of California 

Santa Cruz

Michael Clark Jr.
Elon University

Jacob Colegrove
Gap Year

Jason Collins
Case Western Reserve 

University

Ian Corbett
Xavier University

Carter Davis
United States 

Military Academy

Ryan Drohan
Purdue University

XinYi Duan
Pratt Institute

Aaliyah Eastom
University of Cincinnati

Jordan Elliott
Saint Mary’s College

Catherine Galbraith
McGill University

Sana Ghazali*
Purdue University

Kyle Gilbert
Carleton College

Graham Gnagy
Wabash College

Nicklaus Gonzales
Manchester University

Emmett Greider
Indiana University

Bloomington

Jay Groninger 
Purdue University

Saisri Gussenhoven*
Johns Hopkins University

Moira Claire Halbauer
Berea College

Gabrielle Hamilton
Purdue University

Sydney Hearn
Sonoma State University

Elizabeth Heiny*
Case Western Reserve 

University

Trevor Helmkamp
Taylor University

Carlos Hofer
University of San Diego

 Savannah Hollis
Butler University

Deena Horani
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Jasper Housman
Purdue University

Rishubh Jain*
Brown University

Brittany James
Purdue University

Brianna Joyce
Bradley University

Jiya Kashyap*
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Lindsay Kent*
University of Missouri 

Columbia 

Kennedy Kolkman
Flagler College

Cameron Kreiger
Florida Gulf Coast 

University

Benjamin Kunce
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Aarnav Lal*
Vanderbilt University

Merritt Lamm
Wabash College

Rachel LaRue
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Keegan Lee
Denison University

Logan Lee
Butler University 

Yujie Li
University of Washington

Allyson Lock
Auburn University

Connor Loechner*
University of Cincinnati

Camden Lytle
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Elise Martin
Huntington University

Keegan McArdle*
University of Notre Dame

 Akash Meesa*
Duke University 

Hermon Minda
Boston University

Danielle Mishler*
University of Chicago

Kiah Myers
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Lilly Peters
Syracuse University

Akshat Piprottar
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Mitchell Railsback
Northeastern University

Sanjeeth Rajaram*
University of Cincinnati 

Hannah Reid
Indiana University

 Bloomington

Zhonghua Ren
University of Arizona

James Romano
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Gabrielle Sandkuhler
Indiana University 

Bloomington

John Sarno
Indiana University

Fort Wayne

Elisha Scott
Valparaiso University

Robert Shugart
University of Miami

Ashka Shukla
Swarthmore College

Sophia Slates
Belmont University

Elizabeth Snyder
Syracuse University

Ethan Swinty
Auburn University

Maria Teel*
University of Notre Dame

Khem Thomas
Florida A&M University

Meagan Thomas
Indiana University 

Bloomington

Alayna Trier
DePauw University

Garret Walker
Purdue University

Olivia Watson 
Vassar College

Danielle Wilcox
Miami University

Oxford

Isaac Williams Jr.
Baylor University

Meredith Wojewuczki*
University of Michigan 

Ryan Worman
Manchester University

Jiawei Wu
University of Maryland 

College Park

JiaYi Yang
University of Denver

Yushi Zhao
Miami University

Oxford

Canterbury School: 
An Investment in Education

The members of the Canterbury Class of 2018 earned 
more than $9 million in merit scholarships.

For more information, please call 260-407-3553.

*Graduating Cum Laude

National Merit Scholarship Finalists
Emma Case, Elizabeth Heiny, Rishubh Jain, Conner Loechner,

Keegan McArdle, and Sanjeeth Rajaram

National Merit Scholarship Commended Students
Jason Collins, Jiya Kashyap, Aarnav Lal,

Akash Meesa, and Akshat Piprottar

National Hispanic Recognition
Mark Alvarez

Canterbury High School Class of 2017

Neha  Agnihotri*
College of Charleston

Madeline Elizabeth 
Alvarez

Indiana University 
at Bloomington

Loreen Leyan Anabtawi 
University of Cincinnati

Emir Aniba 
Kettering University

Elizabeth Lyn Jane 
Ball 

Baylor University

Erin Julia Belcher
Miami University, 

Oxford

Rebecca Leigh Bormann 
Belmont University

Ryan Andrew Boyd
Purdue University

Michael Tallon Brothers
University of Missouri 

St. Louis

Yuecen Cai
The New School 

Parsons School of Design

Micaiah Caudill
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Yiyang Chen*
University of California

Berkeley

Deborah Choe*
University of Southern California

Salutatorian

Sydney Frenzel Colby
High Point 
University

Sarah Croft
University of 
Mississippi

Spencer Roderick Crowl
Pepperdine University

Robert McCullough 
Davidson 

Wofford College

Case Davis
University of Denver

Briana Nicole Diehl 
Grace College

Sara Diem
Purdue University

Andrew Lee Dixon
Quinnipiac University

Tamara Djankovic
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Jacob Ely
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Paige Ennist
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Avery Erickson
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Eve Judith Fenoglio
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Sarah Kathleen Galliher
DePauw University

Robert Shafer Garrett III*
University 

of Notre Dame

Wilhelmina Van Gerken
Columbia University

James E. Geyer III
Rose-Hulman Institute 

of Technology

Evan Matthew Gize
University 

of Cincinnati

Robert Touri Greene*
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Evan Nelson Gregory 
University 

of Cincinnati

Yinsong Gu
Indiana University-Purdue 

University Fort Wayne

Danielle K. 
Hanning-Bean 

Jacksonville University

Abigail Harrison 
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Adrianna Hartburg
Columbia College 

Chicago

Alexandria Hartburg
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Meghan Runge Helgeson
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Katherine E. Hollman
Saint Mary’s College

Madison F.
Hoover-Ferretti* 

Huntington University

Madison Howell
Milwaukee School 

of Engineering

Aeleia Hughes
Baylor University

Peyton Huth
University of Dayton

Hyehyun Hwang
Xavier University

Chiemezue Ijomanta
Cornell University

Haoliang Jiang*
University of California, 

Berkeley

Olivia Nicole Jimenez
Purdue University

Hunter Kirgis
Manchester University

Nicholas Kobs
Wabash College

Meng Lai*
Boston University

McCoy Lassus
The University 

of Alabama

Michael Liu
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Jonathan Andrew Long
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Richard Warren Lou*
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Samuel Martinez Moreno
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Bailey James McBride 
Anderson University-IN

Danial Mohammed*
Case Western Reserve 

University

Aldin Mujkic
Purdue University

Jelena Nguyen
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Rohan Pamidi
Butler University

Grant Pasterick
Xavier University

Charles Nicholas 
Pavelec

The Ohio State 
University

Claire Christine Powell*
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Sangeeta S. Reddy
DePauw University

Ginesha Robinson
Bluffton University

Mason Salomon
Iowa State 
University

Alyssa Jace Sandlin
University 

of Mary Washington

Morgan Schrodi
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Daniel Christopher 
Shank

DePauw University

Sean Michael Smits
Arizona State 

University

Jackson Adams Steffy*
Washington University 

in St. Louis

Addison Leigh Stinson
Belmont University

Evan Paul Stoddard
University of Cincinnati

George Sun*
Pennsylvania 

State University

Isaiah Tsai
Indiana University 

at Bloomington

Ramya Krishna Tummala*
Carnegie Mellon University

Salutatorian

Mason VanHouten
California State 

University, Long Beach 

Ryan Walulik
Rose-Hulman Institute 

of Technology

Yinluo Wang*
Boston University

Yuqi Wang
Emerson College

 

Elise Charlotte Wellman*
University of
Notre Dame

Regan West
Indiana University-Purdue 

University Fort Wayne

Emily Westropp*
Saint Louis University

Evan Wheeler
Miami University, 

Oxford

Ryley White
Purdue University

Sally Booth Witwer
University 

of Southern California

Yin Tae Andrew Wyss
Purdue University

Dominic Joseph 
Yurkanin

Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology

Zhenghao Zeng
The University of Texas, 

Austin

Jonathan A. Zhou*
University of Chicago

Valedictorian

Canterbury School: 
An Investment in Education
The members of the Canterbury class of 2017 

earned more than $9 million in merit scholarships.
Canterbury School awards more than 

$2.7 million in need-based financial aid annually.
For more information, please call 260-407-3553.

*Graduating Cum Laude

National Merit Scholarship Finalists
Deborah Choe, Michael S. Liu, George Sun, Jonathan A. Zhou

National Merit Scholarship Commended Students
Micaiah J. Caudill, Richard W. Lou, 
Emily K. Westropp,  Sally B. Witwer

National Hispanic Recognition
Madison Hoover-Ferretti

CANTERBURY SCHOOL: AN INVESTMENT IN EDUCATION
The members of the Canterbury Class of 2018 earned more than $9 million in merit scholarships.

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP FINALISTS
Emma Case, Elisabeth Heiny, Rishubh Jain, Conner Loechner, Keegan McArdle and Sanjeeth Rajaram

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP COMMENDED STUDENTS
Jason Collins, Jiya Kashyap, Aarnav Lal, Akash Meesa and Akshat Piprottar

NATIONAL HISPANIC RECOGNITION
Mark Alvarez

CLASS OF 2018!
CONGRATULATIONS

*Graduating Cum Laude
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8TH GRADE GRADUATES

GRADE 8

HEAD STUDENT
Vonnia Anwar
Olivia Hamilton
Emma Hildreth
Micah Holder
Kyle Lawson
Zoraiya Limzerwala
Oliver VandeWater

FACULTY PRIZE
Oliver VandeWater
Zoraiya Limzerwala
Vonnia Anwar
Lucas Valcarcel
Alexander Elko
Abigail Westropp

FACULTY PRIZE 
COMMENDATION
Maya Surendram
Avery Biggs
Leah Marquell

MIDDLE SCHOOL AWARDS

CANTERBURY CUP
Gavin Bowe
Maile Smits

CAVALIER CUP
Olivia Hamilton
Micah Holder

INTEGRITAS CUP
Georgia Gray
Kyle Lawson

DISTINGUISHED  
PROGRESS AWARD
None awarded

GRADE 7

HEAD STUDENT
Anand Kush
Nikitha Babu
Naomi Gephart
Maeren Jellison
Maria Krotov
Kiran Kulkarni
Ysabella Liu
Coleman Mauch
Madeline Phuong
Anya Ramrakhiani

FACULTY PRIZE
Coleman Mauch
Kiran Kulkarni
Nikitha Babu
Marissa Toole
Maeren Jellison
Isabel Schlabach

FACULTY PRIZE 
COMMENDATION
Kush Anand
William Russell
Brian Collins

INTEGRITY AWARD
Erick Boyd
Megan True

DISTINGUISHED  
PROGRESS AWARD
Alexander Bayburt

GRADE 6

HEAD STUDENT
Ana Bierbaum
Luke Chaille
Oliver Mitchell
Chloe Park
Addisen Sigler
Aishani Valluru
Annika Valluru
Stella VandeWater
Monica Wojewuczki
Arjun Yarram

FACULTY PRIZE
Delores Federspiel
Khyree Bowe
Gina Harris
Sameera Apuri
Addisen Sigler

FACULTY PRIZE 
COMMENDATION
Chloe Park
Monica Wojewuczki

INTEGRITY AWARD
Arjun Yarram
Alexandra Sittler

DISTINGUISHED 
PROGRESS AWARD
Gulmeena Jan

GRADE 5

FACULTY PRIZE
Maria Tan
Neil Boyd
Sterling Waterfield
Sara Grabowski
Sarah Krabach
Charles Nwakanma

FACULTY PRIZE 
COMMENDATION
Jayla Johnson-Lake
Roshen Kulkarni

INTEGRITY AWARD
Sunjana Nalamolu
Makaio Surendran

DISTINGUISHED  
PROGRESS AWARD
Esther Babalola

“The Cum Laude Society was founded in 
1906 on the model of Phi Beta Kappa, 
with the purpose of honoring students 
for scholarship. The motto of the society 
is Aret́e Diḱe, Tiḿe—Excellence, Justice, 
and Honor.” On May 2, 16 students and 
one faculty member were inducted 
into the Canterbury chapter of the 
society, founded in1992. According to 
the National Cum Laude Charter, no 
more than one fifth of a class may be 
inducted into the society. In addition, a 
student must be in the top 10% of the 
class to be considered as a junior and a 
student must be in the top 20% of the 
class to be considered as a senior. The 
selection process starts with a review of 
grades, but also considers the student’s 
character and scholarship. Induction 
into the society is meant to honor 
and encourage that extra devotion to 
learning that marks true scholars. The 
current faculty members are Bruce 
Colegrove, Ken Ervin, David Habecker, 

Alice Hancock, Bob Schantz, Bonnie 
Niemann, and Eric Wehrli.

This year, as in previous years, the 
chapter held a breakfast in honor of old 
and new inductees and their parents. 
After the breakfast, Dick Waterfield, 
a past parent and Canterbury 
Foundation member who sent three 
children through the school, spoke 
to the students, faculty, and parents 
in an assembly. Dick highlighted an 
interesting aspect of his life that he 
has visited more than 60 countries 
around the world. He admitted that 
as the world has become more inter-
connected, “I wanted to become more 
of a ‘global citizen’ to learn all I could 
about the world we live in.” He told his 
audience of a quote that he saw the 
other day: “Of all the books in the world, 
the best stories are found between the 
pages of a passport.” 

Mr. Waterfield spoke of the many places 
he has been, from the Central Asian 
steppes in Kazakhstan to Flanders 

Fields in Belgium to Bhutan and 
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. Visiting 
these places helped make him “ever 
more curious about geographic and 
migration influences in history, empire 
building and political structures, quests 
for resources, religions of the world, 
inequalities and discrimination.” In 
one of his more striking comments, 
Mr. Waterfield noted: “Nothing makes 
struggle and poverty real like seeing 
the terrible living conditions of the very 
poor in Delhi, Mumbai, Cape Town, 
Nairobi or Yangon.” 

He returned to the motto of the Cum 
Laude Society and focused on the 
word honor, defining it as having good 
values. “We are our values. So let’s 
talk about what goals you can set to 
honor the values of Cum Laude as 
you contemplate the next phases of 
your lives. You all have the talents to 
make real differences in our world, and 
the ability to help solve some of the 
problems I have referred to, whether it 
be poverty, inequality, environmental 
issues, or spiritual tolerance and 
understanding. Over time…you can find 
tremendous satisfaction in contributing 
to the betterment of others, especially 
those less fortunate than you.” Mr. 
Waterfield encouraged students to 
expose themselves to “different points 
of view in order to develop informed 
opinions and to use their talents, 
energies, and resources to try to make a 
difference toward a better world.” 

He ended his speech with a quote from 
Robert Kennedy:

“Everyone…will ultimately be judged, 
and will ultimately judge himself, on 
the effort that he has contributed to 
building a new world society and the 
extent to which his ideals and goals 
have shaped that effort.”

CUM LAUDE SOCIETY

(Standing L-R) Sunny Rajaram, Emma Case, Akash Meesa, Jiya Kashyap, Connor Loechner, 
Dani Mishler, David Noetzel, Krystka Bugajski, Sam Witwer, Meredith Wojewuczki, Arnie 
Lal, Kelsey Booth, Laura Cesar, Ben Elliott, Sana Ghazali, Rishubh Jain, Aubrey Aust, 
Keegan McArdle. (Sitting L-R) Lindsay Kent, Elizabeth Heiny, Amanda Martinez, Chloe 
Cameron, Priya Meesa, Lauren Kim, Saisri Gussenhoven, Maria Teel.

C U M  L A U D E  S O C I E T Y

We are our Values
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L

By Alice Hancock, English Department Chair



A W A R D S

F.A.R.E. AWARDS
FINE ARTS RECOGNITION EVENING 
FARE 2018
The Fine Arts department honored 
students in all areas of art life during an 
evening of celebration this spring. 

PERSISTENCE AWARD
Awarded to a student who continuously 
strives for attainment, mastery, and 
perfection without ceasing and in the 
face of any obstacle to their art.

Art: Hermon Minda, Olivia Watson
Band: Teddy Tsai
Choir: Aaliyah Eastom
Orchestra: Raul Flores
Photography: Noel DenHouter
Theatre: Brianna Joyce

INFLUENCE AWARD
Awarded to a student who motivates 
others to excel and to achieve with the 
highest artistic standards for himself/
herself and others.

Art: Sadie Lange
Band: Sam Bellavance, Eric Diaz
Choir: Sophia Slates
Orchestra: Lilly Peters
Photography: Danielle Wilcox
Theatre: Chloe Cameron

SPIRIT AWARD
Awarded to a student who demonstrates 
excitement for the group and supports it 
with a consistently positive attitude.

Art: Beth Ferrier
Band: Santana Gomez
Choir: Alexandria Rohrs
Orchestra: Gabrielle Hamilton
Photography: Sophia Slates
Theatre: Signe Johansson

SERVICE AWARD
Awarded to a student who has selflessly 
given of his/her time and talent to fulfill 
extra requests for artistic services for the 
school and community.

Art: Sana Ghazali
Band: Maxwell Pasko
Choir: Gabe Gabriel
Orchestra: Shu Yi Chen
Photography: Sean Walulik
Theatre: Joe Haines

PASSION AWARD
Awarded to a student who demonstrates 
zeal and enthusiasm for his/her 
discipline, infusing his/her work with 
the highest level of focus and emotional 
outpouring into his/her project.

Art: P.J. Parker
Band: Isaac Bailey
Choir: Alayna Trier
Orchestra: Caitlin Diamente
Photography: Kaiden Htut
Theatre: Kiah Myers

OUTSTANDING PORTFOLIO AWARD
Angel Duan

CARTER FLUECKIGER AWARD FOR 
TECHNICAL THEATRE
Savannah Brown

ORCHESTRA MVP
John Sarno

ORCHESTRA NSOA
John Sarno
Sophia Slates

EXCELLENCE IN VOCAL MUSIC
Mitchell Railsback
Sophia Slates

PAUL CANAVATI AWARD
Stephen Chapman
Ryan Drohan
Catie Galbraith
James Romano

BAND MVP
Stephen Chapman
Catie Galbraith

HANCOCK AWARD
Jason Collins
Sophia Slates

PAM KELLY AWARD
Jason Collins
Savannah Brown
Kiah Myers
Brianna Joyce
Sophia Slates
Victor Li
Moria Hulbert
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A W A R D S

CAV-E AWARDS
2018 CAV-EXCELLENCE AWARDS
The Cav-E Award (Character, Attitude, 
Vision—Excellence) celebrates 
the part of sport competition that 
challenges athletes to grow in character 
development. Incorporating persistence, 
gratitude, passion, and optimism, the 
awards are not sport-specific, and 
recipients may come from any level of 
every team offered at the school.

PLAYS WITH PASSION
The Canterbury Athlete who shows 
joy and enthusiasm as he/she plays. 
Enjoyment of the experience is obvious, 
as well as an intentional zeal and zest for 
success. This award winner is recognized 
for having an eager attitude and an 
open mind to accept new challenges 
and to embrace them. There is a sense 
of fascination in every aspect of this 
athlete’s experience.

P.J. Parker
Mackenzie Wilhelm
Jack Helfin
Kelsey Booth
Keegan McArdle

BEST IMPACT FROM A NON-STARTER
The Canterbury Athlete who keeps a 
positive attitude through every situation 
and displays a hopefulness about the 
role they can play when called upon. 
By creating a strong belief in their own 
capabilities and willingly accepting the 
role that is designed for them, this 
athlete maximizes each opportunity 
which presents itself and maintains a 
level of integrity and respect throughout.

Carlos Hofer
Drake Goetz

RISE TO THE OCCASION
The Canterbury Athlete who challenges 
themselves beyond the limits even they 
thought were possible. This disciplined 
and well-prepared athlete shows 
determination and fortitude to carry the 
day when that special opportunity calls 
to bring out their very best.

Carter Davis
Akash Meesa
Cameron Kreiger

DOUBLE GOAL COACH OF THE YEAR
Kerry Mumma

AUSTIN HATCH GRIT AND PERSISTENCE
The Canterbury Athlete who shows 
persistence and toughness over time, 
maintaining a level of work and discipline 
that will lead to success. Exhibiting 
enthusiasm for every facet of their 
athletics experience, this athlete displays 
the resilience to rise up from failures and 
use them as lessons to grow stronger.

Gabrielle Carreon
Aaliyah Eastom
Meagan Thomas
Ben Axel

ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE
The Canterbury Athlete who shows 
appreciation and is thankful for 
opportunities given. This athlete is 
kind and respectful of teammates, 
opponents, officials, and coaches, as 
well as the sporting arena as a whole. 
Gracious regardless of the outcome of a 
game, this athlete maintains a humble 
disposition while working to be the best 
they possibly can be.

Akshat Piprottar
Maria Teel
Rishubh Jain

SPORTS AWARDS
SERTOMA CLUB AWARD
Distinguished in Athletics and Scholarship
Keegan McArdle

INDIANA COACHES OF GIRLS SPORTS 
ASSOCIATION SOFTBALL ACADEMIC 
ALL-STATE HONORABLE MENTION
Aaliyah Eastom

INDIANA HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL 
COACHES ASSOCIATION ALL-STATE 
ACADEMIC TEAM
Camden Lytle
Emmett Greider
Akash Meesa
Trevor Helmkamp

COLLEGE SPORT SIGNINGS
Gabrielle Carreon
Manchester, Soccer
Keegan Lee
Denison, Soccer
Logan Lee
Butler, Soccer
Ryan Worman
Manchester, Soccer



A GREAT DAY TO CELEBRATE CANTERBURY ATHLETICS  
Monday, May 21, wasn’t the greatest weather for golf, but it was an enjoyable way to raise money in support of Canterbury athletics. 
Sixty-seven players, including 13 alums, teed off at Chestnut Hills Golf Club to show their support for Canterbury athletics. The 
winning team consisted of Frank Johnson, Jerry Belcher, Steve Gillie and Greg Roebel. A successful Senior Cav 9-hole scramble in 
the morning included seven current seniors and their parents. 

The funds raised will be put to good use across all grade levels to purchase athletic equipment and supplies and to underwrite 
professional development opportunities for coaches and athletic staff. 

Special thanks to Brooke Stewart and Spencer Feighner ‘00 for their assistance before and during the event. The Athletic and 
Development departments wish to thank all the volunteers, participants, sponsors, and donors whose generosity made this event a 
success. Mark your calendar now for Cavalier Open 2019, scheduled for Monday, May 20, 2019.

2018 CAVALIER GOLF OPEN

Matt Machall ’92, Kristin Limburg Dixon ’02, Joe Caldwell ’05, Ken Harkenrider, Jim 
Kelley, Spencer Feighner ’00, Lee Crawford ’98, Blake Sharpe ’03, Grant Shurtz ’91, 
Andrew Bell ’92, Juan Calderon ‘93, Bill Ennist, Rob Westfall ’02 and Tony GiaQuinta ’01.

Spencer Feighner ’00, Rob Westfall ’02, Tony 
GiaQuinta ‘01, Joe Caldwell ‘05 and Blake Sharpe ‘03.

2 0 1 8  C A V A L I E R  G O L F  O P E N
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LUNCH SPONSORS
Parkview Heart Institute
Subway
Fresh Market

BREAKFAST SPONSOR
Starbucks 

COACH SPONSORS
The Axel Family
Friends of Boys Tennis
Friends of Girls Tennis
The Kunce Family
Friends of Drake Goetz XVI

BEVERAGE CART SPONSORS
Felderman Design Build
Pediatric Dental Associates, PC
Physicians Health Plan  
     & Pro-Claim Plus, Inc.
SportsCenter
Weigand Construction

TEE SPONSORS
AMO Office Supply Co
Baldus Company
Design Collaborative
Family Dentistry & Aesthetics, 
     Drs. Teel and Gilbert
First Federal Savings Bank
Hammel Floor Service
KSS Enterprises
Lake City Bank
McMahon Tire, Inc.
Old National Bank
The Oral Surgery Group and
     Dr. Mike Stronczek
Parkview Heart Institute
Redfli Electronics 
Snow & Sauerteig LLP
Summit Dental Group
The Volunteer Lawyer Program 
     of Northeast Indiana/Al 
     and Carlos Hofer
The Wojewuczki Family
The Zacher Company,
     Dr. Judy Zacher

TEAM CAPTAINS
Ann Borne
Mark Birkmeier
Michelle Kearns,
     PHP and Pro-Claim Plus
Frank Johnson,
     ONI Risk Partners LLC
Pat McMahon
Kerry Mumma
Dustin Oberlin
Jason Russell, Optimum
     Performance Sports
Larry Weigand

PRIZES AND SPECIAL DONATIONS 
Brad Hardin
Kathy Summers
The Stohler Family
The Wheeler Family
Fort Wayne Country Club
India Hicks
Sarah Ptak, BSN Sports
Wendy Ellis/Peony & Rose

Leslie Ferguson & Sarah Baldus,
     Keller Williams
Brooke Stewart/Dashing & Dapper
Dustin Oberlin/Redfli Electronics
Emily Kimbrough Roussel ‘90
Nicole Langel ‘04
Utopian Coffee Company,
     Brendon Maxwell ‘02
The Tuggle Family
Wendy, Betsy and Charlie Bolt
Tim Horton’s Fort Wayne 
Anne Laurie
Starbucks Illinois Road

SPECIAL THANKS FOR 
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM
Gary Gant, Chestnut Hills  
     Golf Club
Chris Loeffler, Fort Wayne  
     Country Club
Chad Ayres, Fort Wayne  
     Country Club
Dana Minnick

Mark Minnick
Julianne Lassus
Cindy Hauze
Cyndie Mitchell
Amelia McArdle

T R A N S I T I O N S

In June of 2016, Canterbury announced 
the Jonathan Hancock Lecture Series. 
Its purpose was to further education, 
critical thinking, and lifelong learning 
by “featuring renowned speakers 
addressing a variety of topics designed 
to provide insight and inspiration for 
students, parents, and the general 
community.”

This year, the eight-member committee 
under the guidance of Dr. William Cast 
chose Dr. Glenn Gass from the Jacobs 
School of Music, an expert on rock and 
roll and the Beatles, to be the featured 
speaker. Days before his lecture, Gass 

underwent emergency surgery, and Dr. 
Cast needed to find a replacement. He 
turned to his son Carter Cast, a clinical 
professor at the Kellogg School of 
Management at Northwestern University, 
and a venture partner at Pritzker Group 
Venture Capital. “I asked Carter to fill 
in, knowing that his talks had done well 
at similar venues. I attended one at a 
high school in Winnetka, Ill., that was a 
community audience of about 200.”

Carter Cast was an engaging speaker for 
this first lecture in the series, held April 
25 in Summers Auditorium. He regaled 
the audience with the research he did for 

CARTER CAST IS INAUGURAL SPEAKER
FOR HANCOCK LECTURE SERIES

This year, Canterbury says goodbye to 
eight faculty and staff members who 
together amassed 168 years of service  
to the school. 

Janet Lynch, kindergarten teacher, 
leaves after 20 years. Her plans are to 
grow her Heart Werk art business, use 
her Mindfulness certification, and enjoy 
life at a more peaceful pace. She will 
miss the “supportive family atmosphere, 
and the families, students, and faculty 
members I have grown to know and love.” 

Kara Alverson, junior kindergarten 
teacher, leaves after two years. 
“Canterbury has been a dream come 
true teaching experience. I had no idea 
what an incredible learning atmosphere 
independent schools could create until 
I worked here.” Karen is moving with 
her family to the San Francisco area 
and hopes after settling to find another 
Canterbury there. 

Lynn Neher, business office, has been 
affiliated with Canterbury for 36 years. 
She began as a parent of daughters 
Angie and Charity Fesler, and she 

worked in the business office for 26 
years. She will miss “the energy and 
enthusiasm…academic, artistic, and 
athletic.” She plans to finish creating  
her art/sewing studio. 

LeaAnne Bernstein, Middle School 
Social Studies teacher, leaves after 25 
years. Her plans entail spending more 
time with her children and grandchildren, 
and volunteering her time and talent 
with organizations that mean a good  
deal to her. 

Scott Kreiger, High School mathematics 
teacher and coach, has given 20 years 
of coaching to Canterbury and 19 years 
of teaching. He and Stacie will move to 
Estero, Florida, where Scott will teach 
high school mathematics at Canterbury 
School in Fort Myers. “I have enjoyed 
the people immensely. Our students 
are so talented and our faculty/staff is a 
collection of very skilled and dedicated 
professionals.” He fears it will be hard 
not to compare the schools. 

Jeff McRae, High School English teacher, 
resigned after teaching British Literature 

for 14 years. He also was instrumental in 
the PSAT/SAT English prep work for 10th 
and 11th grade students as well as the 
preparation of 11th graders for the AP 
English Language and Composition exam. 

Another High School teacher, Alice 
Hancock, English, is leaving after 33 
years. “I will miss students—nothing 
energizes one more than being in a  
room of 14-15-year-olds.” Her plans  
are undecided but she hopes to  
continue working with students for  
many more years.

Susan Johnson, External Affairs and 
Admissions Director, has been with 
Canterbury for 28 years and leaves to 
continue her work with various non-
profit organizations such as the Fort 
Wayne Museum of Art, Fort Wayne  
Ballet, Fort Wayne Youth Theatre, and 
Boys and Girls Club. “The founders 
of Canterbury School established a 
remarkable place, and it has been 
an honor, a privilege, and a pleasure 
to share that story with the entire 
community of Fort Wayne.” 

his book The Right (and Wrong) Stuff: How 
Brilliant Careers are Made - and Unmade, 
released by Public Affairs, a division of 
Hachette Book Group, in January 2018. In 
his lecture, Cast talked about how certain 
characteristics can determine success 
or failure in a person’s career, and 
especially the critical importance of self-
awareness. He used his own experiences 

and work as marketing manager at 
PepsiCo, his time at Frito-Lay, and his 
rise to becoming CEO of Walmart.com to 
illustrate his argument. 

It was clear from his humorous and 
insightful delivery why he has received 
the Impact Award from his students at 
Kellogg for the last seven years, and why 

he was one of five professors nominated 
for Professor of the Year in 2015. One 
can only hope that the Lecture Series 
committee will find equally excellent 
speakers in the years to come. 

Canterbury Says Goodbye to 8 Faculty, Staff
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Artwork by Maria Kirkland, Middle School art teacher
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ended, such as a lengthy discussion 
I vividly recall having with Dr. Wehrli 
about why the Industrial Revolution 
originated in Britain as opposed to 
France. He was once even so kind as to 
read a piece of historical fiction I had 
written about 15th-century Ottoman 
sultans (which I’m sure was terrible) and 
offer me his feedback. On still other 
occasions, I would go out for Chinese 
food with my U.S. History teacher, Mr. 
Ashton, and get into long and passionate 
discussions that ranged from theodicy 
and Cold War politics to his intense 
dislike for Ronald Reagan. 

In all of this, my Canterbury education 
heightened my appreciation for words, 
both written and spoken, and helped 
me see why it is so important to use 
them carefully and precisely. This was 
reinforced by my years on the speech 
and debate team, where I practiced 
the art of public speaking at countless 
weekend meets under the direction of 
talented coaches, writing and delivering 
extemporaneous speeches on diverse 
foreign affairs topics such as Soviet 
perestroika and South African apartheid. 

My appreciation for words was also 
honed by the opportunity to act in plays 
and musicals, where I would memorize 
words written by others and perform 
them on the stage. Then there was 
poetry. “Poetry,” wrote Shelley, “lifts the 
veil from the hidden beauty of the world, 
and makes familiar objects be as if they 
were not familiar.” I memorized Shelley’s 
Ozymandias in Mrs. Hancock’s freshman 
English class—the first non-Biblical poem 
I think I was ever asked to memorize—
and for me it was indeed like the lifting 
of a veil. It kindled a love for memorizing 
poetry in multiple languages that has 
stayed with me to this day. 

In all of these ways, and more, I am 
incredibly grateful for the gift of my 
Canterbury education. I would not be the 
person I am today without it. 

and thrive. Even after being away for 
14 years, I found the school’s steadfast 
commitment to foster all aspects of a 
child’s development to be very much 
in place when I returned. Canterbury is 
one of the few educational institutions 
I have found that hits the sweet spot 
of challenging and pushing a child to 
his or her potential, while still creating 
a warm and nurturing environment. 
When a school tips too much toward 
one or the other, the imbalance can be 
problematic. Moving into an independent 
school setting as a teacher made me 
feel free and untethered to do what I 
loved most — to teach! To work for Mrs. 
Anderson, a director who had been my 
kindergarten teacher, and to teach right 
across the hall from my favorite teacher, 
Mrs. Rupp, definitely delivered a double 
dose of that sweetness I’d been missing. 
I had returned home. To now sit on the 
Leadership Team of a school I adore so 
deeply feels like an incredible honor and 
responsibility.

There has certainly been growth, and 
with it change, since I was here as a 
student. The most inspiring and positive 
changes I see have been an increase 
in dynamic programming available to 
students and an improvement in the 
diversity of the student body and faculty. 
But thanks to our faculty, much of the 
special Canterbury sweetness that 
continues to draw families to our school, 
and can’t be captured on any curriculum 
document or brochure, has remained 
unchanged since the school’s opening 40 
years ago. 

interested in ideas, and my Canterbury 
education taught me just how 
exhilarating good discussions can be. 
Some of my fondest memories include 
getting into a spirited debate over the 
meaning of Edward Albee’s Zoo Story in 
an English class, weighing the relative 
importance of the causes of World  
War I in a history seminar, and puzzling 
our way through the mind-bending 
weirdness of Eugène Ionesco’s Bald 
Soprano in French. I remember lots 
of laughter in these discussions, for 
Canterbury taught me that learning can 
be not only rigorous but fun. 

Neither were the discussions limited 
to class time: my teachers without 
exception were remarkably generous 
in taking time to continue our 
conversations after the school day had 

Without hesitation, I can say that my 
desire to enter the field of education 
comes entirely from the amazing 
experience I had as a student at 
Canterbury School. Every year, I loved 
school. I loved my friends. I loved my 
teachers. And I really, really loved 
learning. Back-to-school ads still make 
me giddy. During college, it became 
more apparent to me that my academic 
preparation and my own confidence 
in meeting the academic challenges 
of college were not common among 
my peer group. I was eager to sit in 
the front row of lectures, raising my 
hand frequently. I had no hesitation in 
reaching out and getting to know my 
professors. I could kick out a well-written 
paper in no time. While I considered 
myself to be a fairly average student at 
Canterbury, I graduated cum laude with 
my degree in education. 

It wasn’t until I graduated from college 
and started my career teaching in 
public schools that I began to realize 
just how different and unique my early 
school experience had been. Primarily, 
it was a sweetness that I wasn’t finding 
anywhere else — a culture, a safe haven, 
a community, a family — that “thing” so 
many of us love about Canterbury that 
can be so hard to articulate. 

In 2010, when the opportunity to return 
to Canterbury as a faculty member was 
offered to me, I jumped at the chance. I 
had recently become widowed and had a 
young daughter. I knew Canterbury was 
just the nest where we could both land 

CANTERBURY GAVE 
AN UNCOMMONLY 
RICH EDUCATION  
IN WORDS
By David Habecker, 
High School History Teacher

When I started at Canterbury in 1984, the 
current High School campus was nothing 
but horse pastures, and my eighth-grade 
classes met in what is today the Lower 
School. Although Canterbury was much 
smaller in those days (only 22 students 
in my graduating class!), the small size 
did not prevent me from having an 
uncommonly rich education.

I remember people in the Canterbury 
community being genuinely, passionately 

CANTERBURY 
RETAINS A 
SWEETNESS THAT 
CAN’T BE FOUND 
ELSEWHERE
By Katie Burrows, Lower School Director

When Canterbury School first opened 
its doors in the fall of 1977, my brother 
was a part of the kindergarten class and 
my sister was entering third grade. I was 
warm and cozy in my mother’s womb for 
the first semester of Canterbury’s life, 
but this school has been a part of my life 
from the very, very beginning. 

Canterbury is 40 years old. When it first began, many did not imagine that it would eventually at its height be 1,000 students 
strong, have 13 state championships in girls and boys soccer and in girls basketball. And many did not imagine that some of its 
students would come back to work in the halls that they grew up in. In this issue of Canterbury Today, nine alums wrote their 
reflections on what it is like to work at Canterbury—for some of them the school that they knew since they were little children. 
And now as teachers, assistants, deans, and directors, they write about what Canterbury was then and is now.

Alums Reminisce and Share Stories of their Time at Canterbury
By Alice Hancock, English Department Chair

A L U M N I  S T A F F  R E M E M B E RA L U M N I  S T A F F  R E M E M B E R
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Canterbury, coming in High School only, 
so I had the extra perspective of having 
attended other schools. I could see that 
many of these qualities we can too easily 
take for granted at Canterbury are all  
too rare when outside this building. 
As I grew older, I began to see more 
and more how special those qualities 
were and how they had made me the 
confident person I have grown into. And 
when I came back, I saw the strength 
of these qualities even more in the 
Cavs now walking these halls. I know 
what makes this school unique. I know 
the ways we make our students into 
honorable, successful citizens. And I am 
proud to bring that knowledge – to give 
back to the community that made me 
who I am. 

today for me is the level of intensity and 
sophistication of the student body. On 
a daily basis, I have conversations with 
students about world issues, innovations 
for the future, and the social impact 
of their decisions. This is definitely not 
where my brain was when I was in High 
School. Canterbury students today are 
motivated, savvy, and insightful. These 
are not normal high school kids. Our 
students are on a very different level. 

and calling home about my being too 
much of a class clown was a bit of an 
adjustment. I also had to remind them 
more than once that, “No, actually I don’t 
go by Joey anymore.” After this initial 
awkwardness faded, it has been a joy 
as well as a great learning experience 
teaching alongside some of the best 
educators in the city.

While many Canterbury traditions 
have stayed the same, there are some 
new exciting things happening on 
campus. I have enjoyed serving on the 
school’s Diversity Committee, which 
has helped plan many amazing events, 
giving students a wider world view and 
different perspectives on many aspects 
of life. Another one of my favorite parts 
about teaching at Canterbury is the 
freedom to design and teach lessons 
that I am passionate about and have the 
support and encouragement from the 
administration to think outside the box.

Ultimately Canterbury, across three 
decades, has shaped me in to the person 
I am today. It has been an integral part 
of building my foundation, developing 
me as a young adult, and allowing me to 
grow as a professional. 

issue – Canterbury’s Mighty Spirit. That 
spirit is what has made me value my 
Canterbury experience more and more 
as the years passed, and that spirit is 
what brought me back. You see the 
heart of Canterbury in so many aspects, 
so many things that were here when I 
was a student and remain here now. 
It’s in the teachers’ fierce dedication to 
their students’ successes in all ways, and 
the way they will always go above and 
beyond when you need them, always. 
It is in the trust from the administration 
and faculty that students can indeed be 
given great responsibility. It is in the care 
shown by students to each other and to 
all members of our community. 

As a student, I knew these were good 
qualities. I had not always attended 

as the coach. I also remember winning 
the Winter Cup year after year, and 
competing against Carmel in the state 
championship in my senior year. It is 
also incredible to stand on the sidelines 
now with old teammates and friends 
Andy Hobbs, Dick Waterfield, Henry 
Nadjeski, and Chris Mauch and watch 
our own kids compete on the same field. 

Some of the things I am able to bring to 
work with me because I am an alumnus 
are institutional knowledge and a special 
sense of pride. As the Dean, I work a 
lot with the house system of student 
government in the High School. The 
houses are named after the founding 
families. These families are good friends 
and significant parts of my personal 
history. I am committed to preserving 
the rich history of our great school and 
celebrating the people that made all of 
this possible. I want to do everything 
I can to help our current students 
experience the core values and priorities 
on which Canterbury was founded. 

One aspect of the school that is different 

always emphasized writing across 
disciplines, which came in handy many 
times throughout my life. I also felt 
better prepared to manage being an 
independent student because of the 
college preparatory environment that 
Canterbury fosters. There, of course, 
were also many memories made outside 
the classroom during my time as a 
student at Canterbury. I particularly 
enjoyed making up games like stick 
ball, getting yelled at by Mr. Chiang for 
playing wall-ball outside his classroom, 
and throwing the Frisbee during our free 
periods. Late-night bus trips on the way 
back from sporting events created lasting 
friendships that I still hold dear today. 

I began my career teaching in a large 
public middle school in Indianapolis. This 
was a wonderful experience, opening my 
eyes to many different walks of life. But 
after marrying a fellow Fort Wayne native 
the draw to home grew strong. After 
deciding to become a teacher, I always 
thought coming back to Canterbury 
would be my dream job. Six years ago 
that dream became a reality, and I could 
not be happier. At first having colleagues 
who not so long ago were chasing me 
around the halls, shushing me in chapel, 

Two years ago, my wife and I packed up 
our two kids and our Chicago apartment, 
loaded the moving van, and made the 
drive to Fort Wayne. For my wife and 
children it was a new experience. For  
me, it was a return home. In more  
ways than one.

For my four years of High School, I 
walked the halls of Canterbury. Now, I 
find myself back in these halls. In many 
ways, things have changed. I’m now 
helping students manage social media 
and iPhones – an unheard-of concept 
when I was a student. But in many more 
ways, things are the same.

What remains here at Canterbury 
all these years later is that great 
intangible I wrote about in our last 

CANTERBURY 
CREATES PERSONAL 
CONNECTIONS AND 
RELATIONSHIPS
By Lincoln Gray, High School Dean of 
Students, Foreign Language

Returning to Canterbury as a member 
of the faculty and administration has 
been an incredible experience. The 
most valuable aspect of my Canterbury 
experience that is still front and center  
is the great personal connection and  
the relationships that exist between  
the faculty, the coaches, and the 
students. The Canterbury community 
is stronger than ever, and there is a 
wonderful sense of pride that is shared 
by students new and old, veteran 
teachers, and alumni. 

Many of my favorite memories of my 
time at Canterbury include the successes 
on the soccer field throughout the years. 
In 8th grade, I remember defeating 
Stanly Clark in South Bend with my dad 

I have been part of the Canterbury 
School community from the moment 
I was born until this very day. I have 
attended sporting events, theatrical 
productions, and fine arts performances 
of my older siblings, soaking in the 
environment from a bassinet. I have 
been through 13 moving-up ceremonies 
as a student and now five as a teacher. 
I have learned life lessons belting out a 
solo in Charlotte’s Web, winning a state 
championship in soccer and sweating 
through many an AP exam. The learning 
has not stopped as I continue to pick 
up tricks of the trade from many of 
the same teachers who helped lay the 
foundation of knowledge on which so 
many accomplishments have been built. 

Looking back on my time as a student 
has allowed me to appreciate the 
rigorous curriculum that taught 
independence and time management as 
well as the many memories created both 
inside and out of the classroom setting. 
When I arrived at college and was asked 
to write a paper, I realized how much 
easier writing came to me compared 
to many of my peers. Canterbury has 

By Joe Caldwell, Middle School Science and Math Teacher

A L U M N I  S T A F F  R E M E M B E R

CANTERBURY SHAPED ME INTO THE PERSON I AM TODAY

CANTERBURY SPIRIT ALIVE AND WELL IN SCHOOL HALLS
By Fraser Coffeen, Middle School Director, English teacher

A L U M N I  S T A F F  R E M E M B E R
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softball team. While at one of our most 
recent Saturday softball tournaments I 
sat in the bleachers with the girls as they 
prepared for their first game of the day. 
I was suddenly reminded of a comment 
from an outside coach who decided to 
reach out to my father to commend  
our athletes. 

Each year he was impressed by our 
students, saying that, without fail, he 
would observe our girls doing homework, 
finishing school assignments between 
games. This tradition had evidently 
been passed on to this next generation 
of young Cavaliers; they studied while 
putting their cleats on, gave each other 
tips on what AP classes to take next year, 
all while running through team warmups 
— actively living up to their Artist, Athlete, 
Scholar title. 

I fondly recall my times at Canterbury 
and being a teammate and a student, and 
couldn’t be more proud about my time in 
school and Canterbury’s future. 

a dynamic quality like curiosity which 
constantly expands horizons can be so 
inseparably paired with a comforting 
and reassuring community. Canterbury 
students are just as dynamic and diverse 
in their pursuits as they ever were. The 
more Cavs change, the more they stay 
the same. 

and real. I was amazed to see in the 
same spot where I watched Rebekah 
Graber teach herself how to write with 
her left hand after breaking her arm on 
the playground, a tiny rustic signpost 
was painted on the wall. It indicated “Villa 
Villekulla” was to our right and left would 
take us to the computer lab. Within  
these new old walls his memories were 
being made. 

The second time I rejoined the 
Canterbury family, I was the Assistant 
for the Admissions office, but I still feel a 
twinge of forbidden adventure walking 
into the teachers lounge. I half expected 
Jill Burnett to shoo me out and tell 
me to sit with the other students in the 
hallway. I still try to tuck my shirt in as 
Deb Williams walks by. 

I eventually filled a new role at 
Canterbury in true Mauch form: I started 
as an assistant coach for the girls’ 
basketball team and then stepped into 
the role of assistant coach for the  

back to my own creations — occasionally 
becoming proud enough to call Mrs. 
Anderson over to show off a bit. That 
experience encapsulates two of my 
favorite aspects of Canterbury. It is a 
place where curiosity is created and 
reinforced by community.

Thirty-plus years later, I’m contentedly 
surprised to find that these buildings 
still provide the same experience. For 
me, instead of C-Rods around the NOG, I 
chat with colleagues in the faculty lounge 
about new ways to engage students or 
new discoveries that I’ve recently made 
about the Constitution or Civil War. My 
favorite parts of the school day are the 
times when a classroom discussion picks 
up steam and the students start asking 
questions of me and each other.

My teachers and classmates made me a 
life-long learner back in the ‘80s and my 
students, advisees, and athletes on the 
track and cross-country teams re-commit 
me daily. What is interesting to me is that 

ALTHOUGH SOME 
THINGS CHANGE, 
OTHER THINGS STAY 
THE SAME
By Nakao Mauch, Assistant for Admissions 

The first time I came back to Canterbury 
was three years after I graduated. I was 
asked and happily accepted the job  
of chaperone for one of my nephew’s 
field trips. I was thrilled to spend the 
day with him, but I also was eager to 
see the stage that was very nearly all 
of my childhood. I was eager to show 
Canterbury how much I had grown up, 
but it was also eager to show me how 
much it had changed as well.

I followed my nephew as he led me 
through unfamiliar hallways, his little 
hand in mine. The hallways were nearly 
unrecognizable. They weren’t blue and 
white; they had hills and countryside 
roads leading to places both imagined 

CANTERBURY 
FOSTERS CREATIVITY
By Rob Westfall, Middle School 
History Teacher

In Mrs. Anderson’s kindergarten class, I 
loved playing with C-Rods. I can vaguely 
remember building combinations of the 
multicolored cubes and rectangles. Truth 
be told, I don’t have a strong recollection 
of one moment in particular, but I do 
remember the feeling of figuring out, 
for example, that one red and one light 
green added up to a yellow. 

I can also remember the feeling of being 
completely immersed in my own C-Rod 
projects and then looking up to realize 
that my tablemates were doing similar, 
but different things with theirs. I’d watch 
them do their thing and maybe offer 
a comment or suggestion and then go 

mentors in the creative writing club that 
was attached to the Mimesis publication, 
allowing me to drop my guard and really 
get into the meat of the work. 

Now I find interacting, supporting, and 
engaging with my students is truly 
exciting. I enjoy the light in their eyes, 
their genuine curiosity, and their support 
of one another as they tackle new 
learning goals. It makes this the best 
job. Being with the students is as easy 
as it is hard, though. I celebrate their 
achievements, which is fun and easy,  
but I also have to walk alongside the 
student through discipline, reflection, 
and growth. Maintaining follow-through 
can be very challenging, and by that, 
I find that teaching has been a mirror 
for me in many ways  — I too grow from 
walking with students through their own 
life lessons. 

that in mind and stay focused on being 
flexible, meeting the student where he or 
she is. Remembering my own experience 
allows me to identify challenges and 
strengths within each student and to 
support them more directly. I take a deep 
pride in what I do because I remember 
both my struggles and successes, some 
of which took place in the very same 
room that is now mine.

When I think back on my school days, 
I think about the fine arts — I loved 
participating in the musicals. As a 
relatively quiet student, being able 
to growl out the solo of a villain was 
wicked fun for me. I also remember the 
first time the door of literary analysis 
opened to me. The light came on, and I 
realized I could look deeply into myself 
through analyzing characters. Also, I 
felt great connections with peers and 

Coming back and working at Canterbury 
was a little strange at first. But everyone 
was so kind and welcoming to me, and I 
began to reflect on my early Canterbury 
experience.

Canterbury taught me to expect a 
lot from myself and from life, and 
Canterbury continues to teach students 
to take personal responsibility in 
achieving their own successes. The 
school shaped my life-long curiosity 
and desire for knowledge. I remember 
this from Mrs. Anderson’s visits in my 
kindergarten classroom all the way up to 
senior seminars.

When I was a student, the school 
was a bit smaller and very family-
oriented. Those really close one-on-one 
connections with faculty, students, and 
parents were key, so I still try to keep 

TEACHING BECOMES A MIRROR TO GROW
By Tina Fick, Middle School English Teacher

A L U M N I  S T A F F  R E M E M B E R A L U M N I  S T A F F  R E M E M B E R



Canterbury Athletics is considered 
an extension of the educational 
environment and is instrumental in 
supporting and cultivating the school’s 
mission as outlined in our “Portrait of 
a Graduate.” The portrait stands on 
the four pillars of intellectual, moral, 
personal, and community life. Two 
new tools have been added to our 
department to help form these pillars, 
using the key components of leadership 
and character. The two initiatives we 
have taken on are the NFL-sponsored 
“Inside-Out” program, spearheaded  
by Joe Ehrmann and Jody Redman, 
and the “Habitudes Series for Growing 
Leaders” by Tim Elmore. Both of these 
IHSAA Foundation programs use the 
athletics environment to positively 
impact our culture and develop leaders 
by providing the student athlete 
character growth opportunities. With 
approximately 65% of our high school 
student body involved in sports in some 
way, it makes perfect sense to use this 
arena to make a positive impact  
beyond the games.

By Kevin Vanden Akker, Assistant Athletics Director

“INSIDE-OUT INITIATIVE” AND “HABITUDES” 
ARE INVALUABLE FOR CANTERBURY ATHLETES

The “Inside-Out Initiative” for Indiana 
schools is based on Joe Ermann’s book 
Inside-Out Coaching. The focus is on 
the opportunity sport provides with 
critical teachable moments allowing 
the cultivation in young people of 
empathy, fairness, responsibility, 
moral courage, and respect for self 
and others. The initiative provides 
a framework for systematic change, 
away from scoreboard watching and 
win/loss records only, toward the total 
development of student athletes in areas 
of character. “Inside-Out” begins with 
the athletic department, with coaches 
becoming intentional in their pursuits. 
While both encouraging coaches and 
providing them the means to support 
students beyond their physical skill set, 
“Inside-Out” promotes “transformational 
coaching,” the ultimate objective of which 
centers on developing the full human 
potential of each student athlete.

Tim Elmore’s “Habitudes” approach to 
grow leaders is a more direct, practical 
toolbox complementing the “Inside-Out 

Initiative.” The program uses relatable 
stories, images and experiences as a 
basis for teaching leadership principles 
that focus on problem solving, taking 
initiative, and developing critical thinking 
skills. For instance, the first topic is 
character; the image is an iceberg 
(representing your overall leadership), 
with about 10% (your skills) visible 
above water, and the other 90% (your 
character) hidden below the surface. The 
focus, teaching points, and conversation 
revolve around the concept that “it’s 
what’s below the surface that sinks the 
ship” and lead to athletes developing 
standards to live by.

Both of these new programs dovetail 
nicely with Canterbury’s longtime athletic 
philosophy and current partnership with 
Positive Coaching Alliance. The IHSAA 
Foundation’s initiatives will be invaluable 
as the department works toward our goal 
of contributing to the pillars supporting 
our Portrait of a Graduate.

A T H L E T I C S
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From field trips to our parents’ places of 
work, an overnight stay at the Old Fort or 
Washington, D.C., cave trips and group 
initiatives at various outdoor education 
sites, the locations may have changed 
over the years, but the love of learning 
and interpersonal connections or 
bonding have certainly not died out. 

“Challenges to meet me; There are friends to greet me.”

To all my teachers, advisors, coaches 
and mentors who never let me settle for 
anything less than my best, I can never 
say thank you enough. To my classmates 
and now my fellow teachers who have 
taken the time to just “be there” during 
frustrations, setbacks, and failures 
or supported me with resources and 
strategies to succeed, your compassion  
is priceless.

“To white and blue we’re always true, to you we give 
our loyalty completely. In our song, now you can hear 
it Canterbury’s mighty spirit In our hearts we’re always 
near it Canterbury School.”

How succinct. I could not say it in any 
better way. 

“Sing with us, now, everyone, We sing of challenges 
and fun. Where friendships, lessons, games are one at 
Canterbury School”

I have always cherished and valued our 
wonderful school spirit and enjoyed 
all-school convocations celebrating 
artists and musicians. Events like the 
Thanksgiving feast have left a lasting 
impression. As a younger student, I 
looked up to and wanted to be like 
many of those “bigger kids” who would 
take the time to interact with me, 
making me feel valuable. Once I had the 
opportunity to be one of those “bigger 
kids,” I tried to emulate the experiences 
that others gave me. Cav games were an 
appreciated break from the academic 
rigors, and the House games trickling 
down to the Middle School retain this. 
Many of my fondest memories center 
on athletic events. Reminiscing on grade 
level recess battles in Lower School or 
tournament games where students and 
faculty cheered us on bring out the most 
powerful of emotions.

“Trips and tours and exploration, All part of our 
education, Help us find our destination, Canterbury 
School.”

REFLECTIONS OF 
CANTERBURY ARE IN 
THE SCHOOL SONG
By Chris Mauch, Middle School 
Mathematics and P.E. Teacher

As I reflect on my 30-plus years at 
Canterbury, I am struck by a couple 
of realizations. One: I am so very 
fortunate to have been blessed with 
the opportunity, both academically in 
my student life and most recently in 
my professional career, to be a part of 
Canterbury. And two: the foundation 
of the Canterbury experience and 
its success seem to be rooted in the 
relationships and connections made here. 

I must sheepishly admit that I have often 
tuned out or switched to auto mode 
when singing the school song in the 
past, but the last several opportunities I 
decided to change course and do a more 
mindful singing. I was overwhelmed 
and amazed that the lyrics so accurately 
portrayed my Canterbury experience.
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layout. After her layout was done we 
knew exactly how much space we had 
for photos.

How did you choose which 
photographs to use?

I’d chosen a few “musts” as I went 
through the archives. Once we had 
the book’s layout, Susan and I spent 
weeks going through old scrapbooks 
and boxes of old snapshots to 
supplement each section of the book 
with photos that we hoped captured 
a representative range of eras and 
families and faculty.

What did you find interesting 
about your research?

I most enjoyed the interviews. It was 
fascinating to hear firsthand about the 
early motivations and the different 
personalities that came together to 
make Canterbury a reality. But it was 
also inspiring to talk with current faculty 
and administrators as they expressed 
their commitment and dedication to  
the students and the pride they take  
in their work.

Was there anything that 
surprised you in your 
research?

How little I knew! Even though my family 
has been at Canterbury for a number 
of years, and I was fairly involved in the 
school, I really didn’t comprehend its 
somewhat meager and experimental 
beginnings and the impressive amount 
of willpower and hard work that went 
into bringing the school along to meet 
the vision the early parents had for it.

school community and was chatting 
with her about how I might use my 
professional backgrounds in library 
science and freelance writing. We talked 
about the school’s somewhat neglected 
archives, about the approaching 40th 
anniversary, and about interviewing the 
founders for this occasion. All of which 
led to the idea of a book to celebrate 
the anniversary. Susan and I pitched the 
idea to Jonathan Hancock, Headmaster 
at the time, who was immediately 
supportive. 

Tell me about the writing 
process. When did you begin?

I started the process in the spring of 
2016 by going through the archives 
and reading everything I could find 
about Canterbury’s founding, early 
history, and milestones through the 
years. I began the interview process 
with Jonathan and then each of the 
founders. I then tried to interview as 
representative a sample as possible of 
current and former administrators and 
faculty, alums and parents of alums, 
and current families. The interview 
process took a little over a year. A few 
of the founders shared documents from 
their personal collections that really 
helped round out the research.

I had a constantly evolving draft of 
the book going the whole time – 
rearranging the chapters and plugging 
in quotes and interesting facts as I 
collected them. The focused writing and 
fact-checking happened in late summer 
and early fall of 2017; that draft was 
run by a proofreader/editor; the final 
text then went to a graphic designer for 

with whom I spoke – I wanted their 
personalities to come through as much 
as possible. 

Finally, should we expect to 
see a “50 years later” book in 
a decade? 

I’ll leave that to the 50th Anniversary 
Committee to decide! My youngest son 
will be a senior that year – so while I will 
still be around, I’ll be very old. Maybe 

some youngster can tackle a digital 
archive? I think that would be a great 
project to preserve Canterbury’s history 
for the future.

It all began with a vision. In 1976, 
seven families joined together with a 
desire to provide their children with a 
college preparatory education. As they 
discussed their hopes and aspirations 
for a school with challenging classes, 
competitive sports, and a strong arts 
program, they began to realize that 
there was a significant need to create 
the type of school they were searching 
for. During these early meetings, they 
refined their vision and worked on 
designing an independent school built 
on small class sizes, academic rigor, 
abundant opportunities in both arts and 
athletics, and Christian principles. 

Canterbury opened its doors September 
8, 1977, to 89 students. The founders 
shared a concern of whether or not the 
school would truly be a success, but 
40 years later, it is evident that their 
vision was one that would stand the 
test of time. Beth Behrendt, a writer, 
school volunteer, and mother to three 
boys, captured the enduring heart 
of Canterbury in her book A Mighty 
Spirit: Canterbury School at 40 Years. 
Behrendt explores the school’s history 
from its early years to the present day. 
She chronicles the changes that have 
occurred over the past 40 years, and 
one unifying theme clearly emerges: 
Canterbury’s spirit remains the same. 

Why did you want to write 
this book?

The idea for the book grew from a 
conversation with Susan Johnson. I 
wanted to become more involved in the 

By Aubrey Aust, Class of 2018

Was there anything you 
wanted to put in but couldn’t? 

Well, I did get some great “off-the-
record” stories (but I promised I would 
keep those to myself)!

I do wish I could have done more 
interviews – I could probably have spent 
another year interviewing all the people 
who’ve been important to the school’s 
history and development. But we had 
a deadline – there just had to be cutoff 
point for the interviews so I could get to 
the actual writing. 

What was the most difficult 
part of writing the book? 

The writing. Talking to people, reading 
old documents, and looking at photos 
was all loads of fun. Sitting and staring 
at my laptop and trying to figure out 
how to take ALL that information and 
turn it into something people might 
enjoy reading was daunting, to say the 
least. I wanted it to be more than just 
a listing of events and milestones. I 
wanted to convey the love and pride 
and humor that I’d enjoyed in every 
interview – to really tell the story of 
the heart of the school and convey to 
readers how fortunate we are to be a 
part of such an endeavor.

Is there anything you would 
change or do differently? 

I debated whether the interviews should 
have been videotaped. A particular 
time that I wish a camera had been 
following us around was when founder 
Rev. Cory Randall gave me a tour all 
through the original school space in 
Trinity Episcopal Church and described 
the resourcefulness of the early parents 
to make it a workable space. On the 
other hand, I’ve found that when people 
know they are being recorded they 
aren’t as relaxed. I didn’t want to risk 
losing a genuine connection with those 
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AUTHOR OF A MIGHTY SPIRIT
Q&A with Beth Behrendt 
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A Mighty Spirit: Canterbury School 
at 40 Years can be purchased at 
www.canterburyschool.org/book. 
All proceeds from the book go to 
Canterbury School.
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themselves.” Her favorite memory of 
Canterbury days was playing Fern in the 
musical Charlotte’s Web in sixth grade 
and so many musicals after that. What 
Canterbury gave her that she still uses 
today are effective writing skills and an 
exemplary vocabulary. “I often remind 
myself to say what I mean and mean 
what I say, which Mrs. Hancock wrote 
next to my flowery paragraphs and run-
on sentences.” In another 40 years, she 
hopes Canterbury “will retain the caliber 
of teachers who love and care about the 
wellbeing of every student and continue 
to challenge and encourage students 
to excel.” Irene also hopes Canterbury 
will continue to have a strong music 
and art program and “support creative 
expression so children grow up curious 
and driven to contribute to our world.” 

Andrew O’Donnell received a BBA 
from the University of San Diego and an 
Executive MBA from Harvard Business 
School. He is the founder and managing 
member of Alta Asset Management, 
where he helps clients build and protect 
wealth by delivering strong investment 
returns. His favorite memories of 
Canterbury are Cav Games, Chapel, 
and “the engaging and personalized 
style that teachers brought to their 
classrooms every day.” Canterbury 
gave him a well-rounded education 
and lasting friendships around the 
country. “Canterbury’s unique ability 
to provide individual attention while 
fostering a cohesive sense of family 

and community for the school, overall” 
is what he hopes will remain at 
Canterbury 40 years from now. 

2000
Anand Mathew earned a bachelor’s 
in computing and information systems 
and a law degree at Northwestern. 
He is a partner at Honigman Miller 
Schwartz and Cohn in Chicago, where 
he practices business litigation and 
enjoys “the opportunity to exercise my 
creativity and writing skills.” His favorite 
memory of Canterbury centers on 
“speech team tournaments, tennis and 
cross country shenanigans, and gym 
soccer.” Canterbury taught him “the 
value of learning and discovery.” What 
he hopes will remain at Canterbury in 
another 40 years is “a community that 
values working and learning together 
and supporting each other.” 

2002
James Roberts earned a bachelor’s 
in computer science and an MBA 

from Purdue. He is a vice president 
of data analytics at LHP Engineering 
Solutions. “Every day I get to work 
with new customers and clients to 
help them solve problems. It makes 
every day unique and unexpected.” 
His favorite memories of Canterbury 
are of people and experiences. “The 
thing that Canterbury gave me the 
most was determination. There were 
several teachers who absolutely 
believed in me and wouldn’t let me 
settle or be lazy. They knew what I was 
capable of and demanded excellence 
or continued effort to push through.” 
Examples he noted were Mrs. Hancock 
in English, “Dr. Crane having patience 
and firmness when I was young and 
frustrated, Mr. Rieger as my advisor 
who always knew when and how to hold 
me accountable, and Mr. McMahon 
as a coach.” James hopes Canterbury’s 
reputation for academic rigor, high 
expectations, and a relentless pursuit of 
excellence will remain for the next  
40 years. 

2003
Robert Van Kirk attended Wabash 
College, where he received a bachelor’s 
degree and later a master’s. This fall, 
he plans to start a second master’s. He 
manages pharmaceuticals for a small 
biotech firm based in California. “I love 
the ability to coach-lead professionals 
and learn about the human body, 
particularly neuroscience,” he said. 
His favorite memories of Canterbury 

1993
Becky (Berlin) Spuller graduated from 
IUPU Fort Wayne with a bachelor’s in 
general studies and a minor in labor 
studies and organizational leadership 
and supervision. She continued her 
studies at Southern New Hampshire 
University, receiving a master’s in 
psychology. Becky is a psychology 
professor and a human resources 
consultant. “I spent nearly 20 years 
working in HR for global corporations, 
and while I had some wonderful 
experiences, met some amazing 
challenges and learned a lot, I decided 
to step away last year to spend more 
time with my family and do something 
different with my time.” Becky enjoys 
her present work because she can focus 
on organizations that align with her 
personal values. Her favorite memories 
of Canterbury shaped the person she 
is today. “I remember learning the 
right way to write a ‘five-paragraph 

paper’ from Mrs. Fettig—the number 
one thing I used consistently through 
my college career and always set me 
apart as an academic writer. Mostly, I 
appreciate being part of a school that 
worked so hard to help each student 
find his/her ‘niche,’ whether it was 
creative writing, photography, speech 
and debate, athletics.” In another 40 
years, she hopes Canterbury will retain 
its sense of family. “Nearly every person 
I came in contact with in my 12 years 
there made a lasting impression on  
my life.” 

1996
Emily Cowan attended Washington 
University, where she received a 
bachelor’s in comparative literature. 
She is a physician, a hospitalist. “I 
enjoy practicing medicine because it 
represents the marriage of science 
and story. Plus, it has afforded me the 
opportunity to move out of my parents’ 
house before the age of 40.” Emily’s 
favorite memories: her excitement at 
getting picked to play Martin Luther 

King in her third grade play, and Mr. 
Hancock’s stopping her hiccups in 
Latin class “with a distracting magic 
trick.” What she hopes that Canterbury 
will continue focusing on is “fostering 
individuality and embracing diversity. 
During my 13 years of development 
there, I learned to appreciate my 
idiosyncrasies. All students deserve that 
experience.” 

1997
Irene King went to Miami University 
(Ohio), graduating in three years. She 
received a bachelor’s degree in political 
science with a minor in vocal music 
performance. She is a collaborative 
family lawyer and mediator at her own 
law firm, King Collaborative Family 
Law. She is also the owner of Budokon 
Academy Charlotte—a mixed movement 
arts academy that she opened in 
January with her husband. In her two 
careers in vastly different industries, she 
believes she has the “honor of helping 
people become the best version of 
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A few weeks ago as we were sampling a new restaurant in town, a former student and his mother dropped by our table to say 
hello—it was delightful to catch up as I looked to see if I could catch a glimpse of that 14 year old boy. And then a few days later 
in the produce aisle of Meijer’s, I was stopped by a voice from a long time ago, saying “Mr. and Mrs. Hancock?” and a conversation 
ensued about what all of us were up to now, 25 years later. To two teachers, nothing is more wonderful than running into alums 
who just want to say “hi” and are more than willing to tell you a bit about their older selves. It is therefore with real pleasure that 
I write my last series of alum notes, and as I listen, I am struck again at just what a special place Canterbury has been for so many 
alums and particularly these 28, and I hope it will continue to be so for a whole new set of students.

ALUMS REFLECT ON LEGACY OF CANTERBURY SCHOOL
By Alice Hancock, Editor
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2005
Kevin Burns got his bachelor’s in 
political science from IU Bloomington. 
Later he received his J.D. from the 
Robert H. McKinney School of Law 
in Indianapolis. He is a corporate 
attorney at Taft Stettinius & Hollister 
in Indianapolis, where he focuses on 
mergers and acquisitions, investment 
funds, and commercial contract 
drafting. His favorite memories of 
Canterbury were Mock Trial with 
coaches Mr. Don Swanson and Judge 
Bell and the Thanksgiving Feast. 
“Without a doubt Canterbury prepared 
me to be a writer. As somebody who 
writes for a living — all day — Mrs. 
Hancock’s English class was invaluable. 
At the time, having to write a five- 
paragraph paper every single week 
seemed onerous; looking back it is one 
of the most important aspects of my 
education.” Kevin hopes Canterbury 
maintains that small-school feel. “It was 
a great community because I felt like I 
knew everybody.” 

Mike Dusman received a bachelor’s 

degree in marketing from Miami 
University’s Farmer School of Business. 
“After working at various advertising 
agencies for the better part of a decade, 
I started Fix A Fire in 2017. As an 
emerging creative agency, we partner 
with purpose-driven brands to develop 
marketing and advertising campaigns 
that create positive business, social and 
cultural outcomes.” His favorite part 
of the job is the daily opportunity to 
merge business and creativity to solve 
problems. His memories of Canterbury 
begin with his carpool number: 193, 
Thanksgiving Feast, free-period stick 
ball, Prof Griffin’s Spanish class, the 
94 essays he wrote for Mrs. Hancock, 
senior Chapels, tennis and basketball 
teams, and the feeling of graduating. 
Canterbury gave him a sense of 
community. “I am still very close with 
friends and families, and believe that 
speaks volumes to the value of the 
culture that Canterbury instills. I always 
come back to our motto: Integrity in 
All Things. The value of simply doing 
the right thing in any and all situations 
throughout life never fails. I know the 
dedication to education, to culture, to 
families, to service and to the power of 
community are too entrenched in the 
fabric of Canterbury to ever fade.”

2006
Anna Arata received a bachelor’s in 
psychology at Vanderbilt. She works 
as a community manager in external 
relations at Shell. “My job is centered 

around communications strategy: 
figuring out how to craft external 
relations with maximum resonance  
for international audiences…It’s the 
perfect role for someone who loves 
research and analytics — the real-time 
traffic and engagement data behind 
digital content reveal a pulse on what 
audiences are responding to.” Her 
favorite memory of Canterbury is the 
annual Thanksgiving Feast. What she 
still uses today is an insatiable curiosity 
that her teachers nurtured in her. “My 
teachers constantly gave me license 
to push boundaries and encourage 
deeper learning, even sometimes 
beyond their classrooms and curricula 
via independent study. That curiosity 
and deep love of learning has never 
waned.” In the next four decades 
she hopes the faculty will be just as 
“brilliant, passionate, unique and caring 
as they were when I was lucky enough 
to study under them.” And strictly in 
terms of nostalgia? “I hope there still is a 
Thanksgiving Feast.” 

2009
Nick Wilson received a bachelor’s 
in communications from Michigan 
State University. He is a web designer 
at 1Collision Network. “I like the 
collaboration we have throughout the 
entire company. It is easy to speak to 
the owner, the director of operations 
and the other web designer.” Nick 
said Canterbury gave him a “fantastic 
foundation of education.” What he 

include grilling out, playing sports with 
friends over lunch, and free periods 
when the weather was nice. Canterbury 
gave him a great deal that he still uses 
today. “Mrs. Hancock’s English class 
was pure torture for a transfer from 
a public school. I had never written a 
paper and my ignorance shined from 
day one. However, over the course 
of that year, my baseline skills and 
understanding shifted dramatically. 
After four years, I quickly noticed in 
college that Canterbury refined my 
writing exceptionally well compared 
to my peers.” He hopes that the small, 
intimate class size and high standards 
will persist into the next 40 years.

Hans Livingston received a bachelor’s 
in computer science from Purdue, 
and then went to Tohoku University in 
Japan, where he received a master’s in 
information science. He is a software 
engineer at Viasat, where he works to 
bring affordable satellite Internet to 
billions of people who are still without 
access. “I enjoy the freedom of taking 
unconventional approaches to solving 
hard problems.” His fondest memory of 
Canterbury was “the enlightened policy 
which banned all computer games 
except those that were student made…
this inspired a culture where computer 
nerds could actually be popular.” Hans 
credits Canterbury with an environment 
that set a tone for him to learn how to 

improve himself, “to become smarter 
than I actually am and more confident 
than I actually was.” And as many of 
his peers agree, he hopes Canterbury 
will continue with no locks on lockers, 
chapel every morning, and effort grades. 

Another graduate, Meghan Nichols 
matriculated to the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, where she received 
a bachelor’s in art history. She is earning 
a doctorate in acupuncture and Chinese 
medicine in the spring of 2019, and was 
married to Eric Podolsky. Tina Pulse 
Fick, Lowell Cauder ‘04 and Mary 
Craighead ‘04 were in attendance. 
“This is an exciting time to be in this 
field as western medicine and our 
society are now recognizing traditional 
Chinese medicine as another effective 
pathway to health.” She appreciates 
the freedom Canterbury afforded. “I 
have expansive feelings of being cared 
for while being pushed to be the best 
I could be.” Canterbury gave her the 
ability to speak and write clearly. In 
another 40 years she hopes students 
will “continue reading, memorizing and 
analyzing poetry...Poetry lets us grow 
our adaptability and perspective shifting 
— two traits that will get you very far in 
the world.”

2004
J. Alex Warr went to Duke University, 
where he received a bachelor’s in 
psychology and a bachelor’s in history. 
He is a software developer and 
consulting product owner. His favorite 
memory of Canterbury is May Term. 
“I still remember my first exposure to 
Isaac Asimov through his lesser-known 
mystery work, my first real exposure to 
Buddhism, Taoism and the evolution 
of the cinematography of Alfred 
Hitchcock. May Term taught me it was 
safe and enriching to care deeply about 
a subject other than math, science, 
history, English and foreign language.” 
Canterbury gave him a strong 
foundation of knowledge combined 
with a tolerance for evolving, adjusting 
or discarding pieces of that foundation 
over time. “With those elements in 
hand, new data and perspectives don’t 
scare me. This is especially valuable 
when that learning requires me to admit 
my current mental model is wrong.” In 
another 40 years, Alex hopes “faculty 
members have the resources and 
mandate to have fun with lessons — to 
take time for explanation and discussion 
even with the aggressive timing of AP 
course loads. That helped to promote 
intellectual curiosity and an active, 
explorative skill you could practice.” 
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effectively. It became clear to me during 
college that my writing skills were 
better than most of my classmates, 
and this helped in my decision to go 
to law school. In the legal profession, 
the written word is crucial.” He hopes 
Canterbury will maintain “its tight-
knit culture that encourages creativity 
and critical thinking, and promotes 
independence both in and out of the 
classroom.”

Shilpa Ghatnekar attended Indiana 
University, where she received a 
bachelor’s in neuroscience and 
a certificate in liberal arts and 
Management Honors certificate. She is 
getting her MD and her MBA from Tufts 
University School of Medicine. “I love 
that I’m able to learn the skills necessary 
to provide exemplary patient care and 
am grateful I have the opportunity to 
learn about the business aspect of 
healthcare.” Her favorite memory is 
of sitting in the Middle School gazebo 
talking with friends about their favorite 
song, knowing that it would live on 
forever. “Mr. DeMarchis walked over 
and asked us why we all loved this 
song so much.” Although he argued 
it would be a one-hit wonder, Shilpa 
still sings the song loudly with friends 
and reminisces how they proved Mr. 
DeMarchis wrong. She acknowledges 
that Canterbury pushed her as a 
student. “I had to learn how to manage 
my time while giving 100% in every 
aspect of my life. Today, I am extremely 

involved but somehow have the time 
and skills to handle it all.”

Hyon-A Wyss received a bachelor’s 
degree in international studies 
from American University. She is 
an education operations manager 
at MicroStrategy, where she enjoys 
the fast-paced environment. “I am 
constantly challenged within my 
position, as there is always something 
to learn about the power of data.” 
Her favorite memories center on her 
advisory with Mrs. Crupi and her 
time with Mrs. Summers. “Madame 
Summers was a phenomenal language 
teacher. Without her methods I would 
not be able to communicate and 
collaborate with our international 
teams.” What she hopes remains at 
Canterbury is advisory. 

2011
Brigitte Hackler received a bachelor’s 
in accounting and tech management 
from Indiana University. She is a 

financial analyst for High Alpha, a 
Venture Capital firm in Indiana. “High 
Alpha starts startups, in particular 
software companies, and I serve as the 
first finance person of these early-stage 
companies. I love working in a fast-
paced and innovative environment.” 
Her favorite memories of Canterbury 
days are interesting conversations 
during English classes. “These were 
always well directed and intelligent 
discussions with my peers, and there 
were often moments of laughter after 
a funny comment or analogy. I really 
got to know my peers during those 
conversations.” Canterbury set a high 
bar for the quality of work and effort 
that was expected. “I appreciate that 
Canterbury always pushed me to do 
my best work and encouraged me to 
take on new challenges.” She hopes 
the sense of community, some of the 
“weird” traditions, and “the interesting 
and humorous English class discussion” 
will all be a part of Canterbury for years 
to come.

2012
Erica Godley attended Wake Forest, 
taking a semester abroad at the 
University of New South Wales in 
Sydney, Australia. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in biology with a 
minor in chemistry. Erica is studying 
at the University of Michigan for a 
doctorate in the pharmacy program. 
She likes being exposed to many 

enjoyed profoundly during his years 
there were “the stories that gave life 
lessons during Chapel.” They still 
resonate with him. “I also enjoyed 
being outside during free periods and 
enjoying the great weather playing 
soccer, tennis or wiffle ball.” He hopes 
that “Canterbury continues to be the 
family-oriented tight-knit community 
that my future children may be able to 
experience.” 

Renesa Scruggs received a bachelor’s 
degree in human services from Purdue. 
After working as a behavioral clinician 
at Meridian Health Services, she 
accepted a job at Express Employment 
Professionals, working with Gabriella 
Gooding ’10, as a staff coordinator. “The 
best part of being a staffing coordinator 
is helping the unemployed in our 
community find employment as well as 
grow and develop their career choices.” 
Her favorite memories of Canterbury 
all revolve around the theater. “I loved 
doing dress rehearsals and being able 
to perform and sing next to all my 
friends.” She also said “Canterbury 
taught me how to think critically, work 
outside the box, and persevere through 
life’s difficult moments.” She hopes 
Canterbury will remain dedicated to 
its students and lauding their unique 
individuality. 

Bridget O’Reilly received a bachelor’s 
from Indiana University in history 
of art and media science. She is the 
digital media manager at AgriNovus 
Indiana. “I am passionate about the 
critical convergence of agriculture and 
technology necessary to sustainably 
feed the planet for future generations. 
I use my skills in marketing and design 
to promote Indiana as the leader in 
research, technology and innovation 
in the agbiosciences.” Her favorite 
memories of Canterbury come from 2nd 
grade when she got to wear the same 
dress as her American Girl Doll. Thanks 
to Canterbury, “I would like to think I am 
a much more critical thinker and writer.” 
Bridget also hopes the Thanksgiving 
Feast does not go away. “I was always so 
excited about pumpkin pie.” 

2010
Angel Smith Davis attended both 
IPFW and Covenant College in Georgia. 
She received a bachelor’s in English 
with a minor in music. Angel teaches 

middle school English at College Heights 
Christian School. “I enjoy the ability to 
share my love of reading and writing 
with kids.” Her memories of Canterbury 
are numerous, from the wooden 
cabin filled with bees in early spring 
to Mrs. Pilarski teaching her how to 
hug without tackling people. In Middle 
School she remembers History Day, 
Circus Maximus and “writing a poetry 
book with Mrs. Wallace.” Her memories 
of High School center on plays. “I 
remember learning how to stage fight 
with swords for Romeo and Juliet in a 
Saturday workshop.” As she reflects on 
her time at Canterbury she said, “I hope 
when I am old and gray I will still have 
the sense of possibility that Canterbury 
instilled. All challenges can be faced and 
conquered, and learning doesn’t stop 
when you leave a classroom. Canterbury 
encouraged me to love learning and to 
never stop.” 

Casey Leech received a bachelor’s 
degree in economics and international 
studies from Ohio State University. 
Later he received his J.D. and MBA 
from Indiana University. In September 
he will be a labor and employment 
attorney in Chicago. “Based on my 
experience clerking throughout the last 
few years, I enjoy the intellectual rigor 
and the interesting stories surrounding 
the cases I work on.” One of his most 
favorite memories was catching the 
Auditorium bat with Mr. Kutsenok. 
“Canterbury taught me how to write 
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Cathy O’Malley attended Washington 
University and received a B.F.A. in 
communication design with a focus in 
illustration and graphic design. She is a 
design intern at Eckhart Public Library, 
where she is a freelance designer/
illustrator. “I love when I get the chance 
to illustrate for a client, be it for a book, 
poster or other piece. I had a great boss 
at Sweetwater Sound when I interned 
as a graphic designer in the fall; he saw 
that I could draw and gave me some 
great projects that allowed me to make 
illustrations for the company.” Her 
favorite memories of Canterbury are 
Cav Games, “even though Cast House 
always lost.” She also loved The Untitled 
Paper because that was where she got 
her first chance to work in the form 
of editorial cartoons. “At Canterbury I 
received a solid education in all fields, 
and that has still stuck with me today.” 
She hopes that in another 40 years, 
Canterbury will still have the bagpipes 
at graduation, something her friends 
are always surprised by.
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their interests; for example, I thought 
the Independent Project program was 
awesome.” 

Sam Lohmar graduated from DePauw 
with a bachelor’s in biochemistry 
and a minor in German. He works at 
Roche Diagnostics in Indianapolis as 
an accelerated development associate 
in molecular marketing. “My favorite 
parts of my job include working with a 
diverse group of talented individuals 
on intellectually stimulating projects, 
as well as developing solutions that 
improve patient care.” His favorite 
memories of school always involve 
his teachers. “Whether it was Mr. 
Ted King’s swinging from a door to 
demonstrate how enzymes function, 
Bruce Colegrove being ejected from 
the stands for cheering for the boys 
tennis team, or Dr. Price’s swiftly 
shrinking my ego back down to size 
with a witty comment, my teachers 
undoubtedly gave me some of my 
best memories.” Canterbury gave him 
the ability to embrace challenges, 
addressing them head-on with critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills. He 
hopes that Canterbury will continue in 
the next decades to keep this teacher-
student connection.

Katie Zellner attended the University 
of Chicago, where she received her 
bachelor’s in biological science with 
a specialization in global health and 
minors in English and creative writing. 
She is a consultant in the State and 
Public Health Department at Cerner 
Corp. “I am working on a project 
implementing our Population Health 
Solution for Montana’s Department of 
Public Health. I love using my writing 
and analytical skills to make a difference 
in healthcare.” Her favorite memories 
of school are hanging out back stage. 
Canterbury gave her a love of learning. 
“Canterbury’s wide curriculum gave 
me the opportunity to explore a wide 
variety of interests—biology, foreign 
languages, history, digital art, theater 
and even how to solve a Rubik’s cube.  
I hope Canterbury continues to have  
a supportive network of teachers  
and friends. I was so fortunate to  
have wonderful teachers to push me 
and encourage me to explore my 
interests to the fullest. Shout-out to  
Ms. Ervin, Madame Summers and 
Mrs. Hancock.”

So with a few requests on Linkedin, I found myself reminiscing fondly with the 
students that I knew as younger people about what Canterbury had meant to 
them and what they hoped Canterbury would remain for others.

– Alice Hancock, Editor

different areas of pharmacy, allowing 
her to determine the area in which she 
would like to practice. As she thought 
of her favorite Canterbury memories, 
she said, “I went to Canterbury from the 
time I was about three years old until 
I graduated, so I really cherish all the 
friendships I made.” Favorite memories 
are of the Thanksgiving Feast when the 
whole school would get together. What 
Canterbury gave her was her knowledge 
of chemistry. “My AP chemistry class 
with Mr. Rumage truly helped me so 
much in college and even now in grad 
school. What she hopes will remain at 
Canterbury is “the cookies at break…
because that was by far the best part 
of the day. Not only did they taste 
amazing, but they made the hallways 
smell so delicious and homey.”

Kaitlin Niles went to Butler University 
for two years and then to Indiana 
University, where she received a 
bachelor’s degree from the Kelley 
School of Business. She is a business 
development consultant at Oracle in 
Austin, Texas. Kaitlin said, “While my 
primary role is business development, 
I’ve had the opportunity to get heavily 
involved with the networking/recruiting 
process where my true passion lies.” 
Her favorite memory is from Mrs. 
Chenoweth’s class when she and 

Adrienne Apple were practicing a 
patriotic dance. Mrs. Chenoweth kept 
telling Kaitlin to move forward as she 
looked at Adrienne. “I was halfway 
across the room before she noticed 
and everyone burst out laughing.” What 
Canterbury taught her, which she still 
uses today, is the ability to speak with 
superiors. “Canterbury pushed me 
when I didn’t know I was being pushed 
and taught me how to be comfortable 
in the uncomfortable. I didn’t realize it 
then but I see it now when my peers 
and I are asked to complete something 
extra or complicated. While my peers 
are overwhelmed and stressed, I’m 
able to complete the task calmly and 
successfully.” No snow days was her 
answer on what she hoped Canterbury 
would never lose. “I love that I can say 
during my 13 years at Canterbury, I can 
still count on one hand how many snow 
days we had. This is a weird example  
of resiliency but it’s true. Regardless  
of the circumstances, the job needs  
to get done.”

2013
Peter Rumsey earned a bachelor’s 
in political science and health care 
policy and a minor in business from 
Vanderbilt. He is a business analyst at 
Deloitte in the consulting division. Some 
of his favorite memories of Canterbury 
days “lie somewhere in between 
sneaking into the light booth with 
projectors to watch March Madness and 

listening to my High School teachers’ 
Chapels. “I appreciated that we took 
the time to listen to our teachers speak 
about their passions and experiences.” 
He admits to still practicing French 
from time to time. In fact, he is looking 
forward to visiting his sister in Paris 
next spring. “I think that speaks to a 
more general point that Canterbury’s 
education is a lasting one. I can say 
calculus has escaped me though.” What 
he hopes Canterbury will never lose is 
its sense of community. “Canterbury has 
a fantastic academic and professional 
network, but the amount of people who, 
unsolicited, have helped and reached 
out to me in the past five years has 
astounded me in the most positive way. 
The Canterbury connection has proven 
to be real and long-lasting, and I am 
hopeful that will remain true for the rest 
of my life.”

David Pan received a bachelor’s in 
electrical engineering from Stanford. 
He is a software engineer on the 
loT Analytics team in Amazon Web 
Services. “I like that I’m on a new team 
in a growing field, and that I’m able to 
learn about and work on highly scalable 
cloud computing services.” His favorite 
memories of High School were playing 
basketball and bughouse during free 
periods. He appreciates the Cavalier 
spirit he learned at Canterbury. “I 
hope Canterbury will still encourage 
students to explore and dive deeply in 
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